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To which i is added A 


upoR that Occaſion, by | 
RICHARD BAXTER, 


Printed in bp Year 1678. = 


To the Inhabitants of Horſley in 
Gloceſterſhire, and other places 
of the Country, who did ordi- 


narily attend upon the Mi- 
niſtry of Mr. Henry Stubbs, 
| lately Deceaſed. 


Beloved PF; = 


@ Lthough you, whoſe Habiration ; is ſo 
{\ remote, are unknown by face unto US, 
p as we whoſe work and Miniſtry is in 
London, are unto you; yet becauſe 
f the great Love which Mr. Henry Stubbs 
your moſt worthy and laborious Paſtor, and 
ur moſt dear Friend and Reverend Brother) 
lid bear towards you, whilſt he had the over- 
ight of you; we are willing to give {ome 

eſtimony of our great reſpe&s to the party 
Jeceaſed, whoſe memory will always be pre- 
lous to us, by ſhewing our reſpects to you in 

ending you ſome lines to. further your im- 
rovemenrt of this ſad Providence which hath 
aken away your Miniſter ; looking upon our 
lves as under a particular Obligation to pay. 
ur * mite; by endeavouring to promote the 
ſpiritual 


* 
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bl [4 ] 
| ſpiritual benefit of Mr. Srabbss hearers in thehis 
Countrey, after he hath taken ſuch indefatiop 
gable pains for the advantage and Soul-welfarq 
of our Hearers in the City. 
We want words to expreſs this ſo great and 
| publick loſs, of this fo great and excellent 
| Miniſter ; who as he was generally known. b 
| the beſt of people in the City, and adjacent] E 
parts; and as his Miniſtry was highly prited 
although but ſometimes taſted when he came 
_ occaſionally to London: fo his death both byfeſi 
Miniſters and People here hath been greatl 
| Lamented. 
| But what Tongue can utter your loſs, whqhou 
were more eſpecially under his Paſtoral charggall 
E * and in{peRion, his care and inſtruftion ! Wdnd 
ſuppole it- was grievous to you to part wit 
him for a while when he came laſt to the City 
although it were with hopes of receiving hin 
again: But when you heard from London that 
your Paſtor was fallen fick, taken ſick 1 
Preaching, ſo ſick that he could not Preactþyr 
| (and then he was fick indeed), when you hearqhavy 
| of his Feaver, the violence of it. and his danger by o 
| O what thoughts of heart had you? Whahee 1 
| fears did there then ariſe in your hearts ? Whal all, 
wreſtlings at the Throne of grace ? Lord ſparou 
hin! Lord v»{fore him to ua again . Lord tryff } 
*%5 a7ain 4 i.:tle longer with this mercy / WhaWay 
care was there among you; and iolicitude m 1s 
i 


[53 | 
thehis health. and recovery ! Not without ſome 
ati-hopes, that the Lord might be entreated, and 
ardend a gracious car to the many prayers both 
City and Country put up in his behalf, 1o 
andIs to raiſe him and reſcue him from the Jaws 
enthf death, in order to his further ſerviceable- 

byfeſs in the land of the living. 
en} But when the doleful ridings carne to you 
edfhat Mr. Srubbs was departed, that your Paſtor 
umdhyas dead, that he had finiſhed his courſe, and 
bYeſigned up his ſpirit > what were your looks, 
itlour thoughts, your ſpeeches then? Whar 
ghs, what ſorrows, what tears, what bitter 
vhdhournings and lamentations were there gene- | 
rggally then to be found amongit his acquaintance 
gnd hearers in the Country? eLnd « he gone 
deed ? Shall we no more ſee his face ? No more 
ear bis voice? Will he pray amongſt us, and 
ray for us, no more ? Will he appear in the Pulpit 
nd Preach to us no more? Did we think that 
e laſh Sermon which he Preached before hs laſt 
acipurney, would be the lift Sermon which we ſhould 
ardave and bear from him ? He lately Preached to 
er Þ of praying without ceaſing, and did we think 
e would ſo ſoon ceaſe ro pray himſelf ? He 
alled upon us with great importunity that we 
pod pray fervently, and he lived in the prattice 
hss own Sermons :, we have heard of his con- 
fant ſecret Devotions, his dayly prayers with 
ws Wife, and in hu Family ; and he did bear us 
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LE. - 
pon his heart in his private addreſſes unto God : be 
But O how did this good man waſte and ſpend hi ft 
ſpirits in his fervent prayers with us and upon ** 
our account, when he prayed amongſt us on or © 
dinary and extrarrdinary occaſions * We have 
often known him to continue five or ſix hours to 
gerher in Preaching, chiefly in prayer on faſting 
days ( being in the Country deſtitute of the helplj ** 
of any other Miniſter) and that witiout imper- 
tinencies, tautologies, tedious repetitions, or an 
crude, raw, rude, and nauſeating. expreſſions 
but with a great and delightful variety of hol 
pleas and arguments; and if our baſe hearts have 
been tyred ſometimes with the length of his ad” 
miniſtrations, yet he himſelf bath ſeemed to bl © 
little tyred, at leaſt his ſpirit hath been unwearie: 
with all his pains and labour. We remember hoy 
affettonately he uſed to make acknowledgment 0 
ſm, of our ſins, which he wa#lmore grieved fo 
than our” ſelves; we remember his ſighs ant 
groans which from an oppreſſed heart brake forth 
at his mouth, ſignifying an inward ſenſe beyoul ** 
the utterance of words : we remember how thi 
tears did often ſteal from his eyes, and run dow” 
Zzss old cheehs, how he hath often wept for u th 
when our eyes have been dry, our bearts ſtups, 
and hard like a ſtone within us. We remembeh *' 
bis humble Peti:i0ns, his fervent ſupplications 4 fo; 
the throne of grace for us, how he would wreſt|$* 
with God like Jacob; and when we thought be hy lo, 
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-1 | been quite ſpent , how he hath recovered his 
1 hid ſtrength, and renewed his hold, as one reſolved to 
| rake no dtnyal, and not to let the Lord go, with- 

out his bleſſing for #4 as well as for himſelf. 
1 eA1nd did we think, that theſe extraordinary 
| wotions and affettions in one ſo ancient aid pre- 
ſage his near approaching death? that he was 
rome vow very nigh to the end of bis race ? That 
Þ being ſo ripe for Heaven, he would not be long out 
of Heaven, in the Suburbs of which he ſeen'd 
to be, when he was in his Devotions ? Did we 
think that the Lord would ſo ſoon gather him and 
Jl receive him to himſelf, and ſay to him, pray no 
ad ore for this people 5 We remember his intro- 
o bf 4uttions to his work, when he firſt entred his 
Pulpit, beyond :he ordinary cuſtome of other 
hon S4niſters (and indeed there were many things 
extraordinary in him) how before his Sermon 
fo and Prayer too, he uſed to beſpeak_our attention, 
and endeavonred to incite and ſtir up onr af= 
 fection with various arguments ; ſometimes mind- 
Jing us of Gods Omnipre'ence and his all-ſeeing 
#þ4 ©y* 5 ſometimes of the Divine Authority of the 
word which he was to Preach, that it was inaced 
the word of God by which we ſhould be judged 


ort 


y wortn of time, eſpecially of ſuch ſeaſons of grace , 
1s A ſometimes of the worth of our Souls, which th? 
en gain of all the world could not compenſate the 
| toſs of ;, ſometimes of the worth of grace _—_— 
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at the laſt day; ſometimes minding us of the . 
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all the treaſures of the Earth, which we were 
capable of” gaining by our diligent hearing 


ſometimes minding us of our death and the eter- 


aity which we ſhould enter upon Ntnnes after 
the ſeparation of our Soul from our Body ;, but 
did we think his own death was ſo near, and 
that he would enter into eternity ſo ſoon himſelf ? 


We remember with what gravity, ſeriouſneſs and 


fincerity he uſed to Preach unto 1s, with what 
plainneſs he' did accommodate the word to our 
rapacity, with what zeal and fervency be did 


Wake application to u4 of the great truths of 


Religion ;, bow he preſſed ſins upon our conſciences 
by aclear, cloſe, and powerful convittion, adding 
the moſt moving conſiderations to awaken us unto 
a ſenſe of them, a hearty grief and repentance 
for them, We remember how feelingly he made 


known tow the plad tidingsof Salvation by faith Þ 


in Feſms Chriſt ;, how earneſtly he urged upon us 
our auty towards God, and one towards another, 
backing his exhortations with the moſt cogent 
arguments: and how notably he did inſinuate 
what he ſpake hereby into our affettions : we re- 
member how he taught us not only by his Doftrine, 
but alſo by his example, going before us in the way 
of duty and the way to Heaven, but did we 
think however in Heaven he would be above 1s, 
that he would be alſo in Heaven before us ? 

' #Te came to my houſe net long before he went 
zoLondon (it may be one may tay, and another 
WE; may 


L 93 


ay ſay, and poſſibly many of you may ſay) 
Ithough I were unworthy to receive ſuch a one 
nder my roof , and methought hs face did look, 
ke the face of an eAngel. I remember his 
umble grave look, his image 1s ſtill upon my 
ind, as if his perſon were ſtill before mine eye 5 
remember his k:nd pleaſing countenance, his 


weet and obliging ſpeeches :, he came not to eat of 


y bread, but to feed me with the bread of life, 
nd how did he entertain me with holy and 
eavenly diſcourſe ;, he ſpake to my ſelf, and he 
pake ro my Wife about our Souls, I hope I ſhall 
ever forget his la(t words ſo long as have breath 
nd a menory to retain any thing \ he ſpake to 
y Children ang my Servants, he would needs 
ave them all called, that he might give them 
pme words of inſtruttion, that he might ſpeak. 
pmething to awaken and quicken them to mind 
eir Souls and Salvation > He told us all of 
eath and judgment, how near we were to Eter- 
ity, but did I think. his oven glaſs was fo near 
un out, and that he would ſo quickly be himſelf 
that Eternity which he ſpake of ſo frequently 
nd affettionately to others « When he went forth 
f my doors, did I think, he would newer ſet fage 
ithin them again? eAnd that when he went 
way, be was going and was ſo near unto bis long 
ome ? 

The laſt Lords day of his Preaching to us, 
gave us notice of his journey that Le intended 
nh | 03 
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on the « Monday, and deſired to ſee us the nexfay, 


 w2orning, not at bis houſe, but in the Church; 


that there he might take leave of us ;, and theryyy 
ſeveral of us came together to ſee him, an4 therlyr 
we heard his laſt Sermon to 1: his Text way, 
Prov 3.6. In all thy ways acknowledg himffy: 
and he ſhall dire& thy paths ; We well remembel, ef 
the words that dropped then from his mouth; buy; 
did we think they wou d be his laſt words to ws Yg 
Did we think, when God was diretting his path tit 
London, that be was thereby diretting his waſy} 


-- ſo ſoon to Heaven s£ Dil we think that when hl of 


roos his Farewel of us, that it was his laſt Fare 
wel, and that we ſhould meet him no more untill fg 
the Heavens ſhall be no more ?. O that we haf ti, 
perſwaded him (for he was a man eaſy to b rg 
entreated ) that he would have ſtayed in thif (x 
Countrey with us ſome weeks longer, and hav py 
forborn ſuch frequent Preaching, until the heaff xx 
of the ſeaſon were over, which his old body anf tc 
waſted ſpirits could not ſo well brooz, although 
he thought himſelf able to bear it well enoughſy w 
and that he ſhould go thorow it as he had done off þ;, 
formey times. Had we foreſeen the iſſue and vent 51 
of «this journey to London, rather than fail wil þc 
would have raiſed the whole Countrey of biff « 
acquaintance, and come about him with earneſſ 
deſires and requeſts to ſlay him here: we would 


have hung about his arms and neck,, we wonldf ;; 
bave ta'en hald of his hands and his feet, and xx 


forcibly 


CR] 
 nexfarcibly (if we could not otherwiſe) have detained 
rebum among us, that be might have eſcaped that 
therrrow aud ſtroke of death which was prepared 
therlfor him in London : If he had been reſolved to 
Wapo,that he might haſten home to his Fathers houſe, 

Bye would have uſed our endeavour to alter his 
vbe reſolutions, we would have wept, and cry'4, and 
; by prayed with importunity, Good Sir don't leave 
#4 Jus yet, good Sir ſtay with us a little longer ; 
in pity tuch and ſuch ignorant Families, which 
Wa when you are £one are like to periſh for want 


7 of inftruction 5 pity ſuch and ſuch uncon- 
ar yerted perſons, who are: haſtning and ruſhing 
nt! 


fforward in ways of fin to' their own damna- 
{ tion ; and although they have not hearkened 


0 bi to: former calls, it may be ſome further calls 


thi from your mouth may (through Gods bleſſing) 
AV prevail with them, and'be effetual to convert 


beal] and fave them. Pity your Wife who is like | 


ark to be left a Widow, and what a ſorrowtul 
454 Widow: is ſhe like to be ? Pity your Children 
egh which will be Fatherlefs, and if ſome of them 
© if be provided tor, yer you know who of them 
'c are low and ſhiftleſs, and quickly will feel yoor 
Wy loſs, and all of them will greatly miſs your 


Di company and your help of them in Heavens. 
*/j way. Pity your Spiritual Children, ſome of 


ul] whom are but new born Babes in Chriſt, who 
ul are not like to thrive ſhould they be 1o foon 


bly 


you 


7 wean'd from the breaſt, who have need that 
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you ſhould give them more of the lincere Milk 
of the word (which they have taſted and fc 
well relith) in order to their Spiritual growth 
and nouriſhment ; pity your poor flock whichhe | 


you are leaving, think what grievous Wolves 
when you are gone, may enter amongſt them 


abo 
e 


wh: 


101 
itt! 


to rend and tear them: ſome of them areSor 


forrowtul, and they have need of you to com- 
fort them, and how will their ſadneſs and for- 


. Tow be encrealed when they hear of your 


deceaſe? Some of them are weak, and they 
have need of you to ſtrengthen them; ſome 
of them are ſtaggering, they have need of you 
to eſtabliſh them yea, ſome have loſt their 
way already, and are wandring, and they have 
need of you to reduce them : ſome of them 
are bruiſed, and they have need of you to 
bind them up; and the moſt of them are 
exceedingly difeaſed, all have their Spiritual 
maladies, and they have need of you to ad- 
miniſter Soul-Phyſick to them in order to their 
cure and healing; and will you leave your flock 
in fuch a-condition, when there is ſo much need 
of ſucha Paſtor, and they are not like in haſt 
to-get another to ſucceed you, who will watch 
over and feed them as you have done? In- 
deed after ſo much toil and labour, you may 
well long to beat reſt; after ſo much work, 
you may well look and long for your reward 3 
but will not your reſt be the ſweeter if you 
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abour a little more ? Will not your reward 


e the greater, if you add further work to | 


that you have done already ? 1f you long to 


hichhe in Heaven, O ftaya little for us till, we he 


ves 


nore fitted for that place'z good Sir abide a 


temſittle longer with us, that you may gain more 
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Souls for Chriſt, who will add to your glory 
and joy at the day of Chriſts glorious ap- 
pearance. : 

Thus we might have argued and pleaded with 
him to ſtay, had we known that he was going from 
44, not to London only, but alſo unto Heaven. 
But it was the will of God, he ſhould take this 
journey to London and that he ſhould finiſh his 
courſe there ;, his glaſs was run, his work was 
done, the bounds of his years and days were de- 
termined, over which he could not paſs, had both 
he and we never ſo much deſired it. Hes gone, 
he is gone *, never to return to u4 avain in this 
World. We have loſt a moſt dear, tender hearted, 
fanhful, laborious and painful Miniſter 5 bit 


| our leſs is his gains, he is happy, we do not envy 
| bis happineſs, but he hath left us behind forlorn 


and ſorrowful in a World of ſin and miſery. 

Such language as this we may ſuppoſe t9 
have been amongſt you in the Country ; and as 
you are moſt deeply concerned in the loſs of 
Mr. St#bbs, ſo that you have been greatly 
affeted therewith beyond what we can ſet 
forth. | 
op Two 
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Two Funeral Sermons on Mr, Stubbs deat! 
have been Preached in the City, one on-the 
Lords day by Mr. Thomas Watſon, the other 
on the week day by Mr. Richard Baxter, both 
which we ſuppoſe will come to- your hands. 
The Chara&er which Mr. Baxter in his hath 
]iven (the only Sermon of the two, which we 
have ſeen) of Mr. Stubbs his Spirit, Doctrine, 
manner of Life, converſation; his great dili- 
gence and unwearied pains in publick Preaching 
and private inftruQion, when the Sermon doth 
come forth, will ſufficiently evidence 10 others 
as well'as your ſelves, whata lofs above others 
you have ſuſtained. Should we employ our 
Pens in drawing further lineaments of this 
excellent perſon, they might prove but |iha- 
dows, not to {et off, but obſcure the pi&ure 
of. his fpirit already drawn {1o lively by a far 
more skilful handz and therefore we forbear 
any further .commendations of bim, who is 
above our commendation. Our deſign and 
buſineſs 15 to mind you of your duty in re- 
ference to this ſad providence which-hath be- 
reaved you of ſuch a Paſtor as Mr. Stubbs was 
unto you. 4 
; One great duty is to lament and lay to heart 
your Paſtors death ; to affe& you herewith,. 
what we have already written hath a tendency; 
we know all of you have reaſon to grieve, but: 
are there not too many of you unſenſible of 

this 


this 
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thichis great loſs? And is not this loſs the greateſt 
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to ſuch? When good old Faceb dyed, his death 
was lamented forely, :not only by his own 
Children, but alſo by the Egyprians, Gen. 50. 
10, 11. When Moſes and Aaron dyed, the 
Iſraelites mourned for each of them thirty 
days, Numb. 20. 29. Deut. 34. 8. When the 
good King Joſtah was ſlain, there wasa great | 
mourning for him amongſt the Fews,called the 


g| mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of 


Megiddon. When Eliſha the Prophet lay on 
his death-bed Foaſh although a wicked King 
did weep over him. 2 Kings13.14. Now Eliſha 
was fallen ſick of his ſickneſs whereof he dyed : 
and Joaſh the King came down to him, and wept 


| over his face and ſaid, O my Father, my Father, 


the Chariot of [{rael and Horſemen thereof. And 
we read, cAc&.8.2. when Stephen the Proto= 
martyr was ſtoned by the Fews, Devout men- 
carryed Stephen to his burial, and made great. 
Lamentation over him. Ecclel.12.5. an goeth: 
to his long home,and the Mourners go about the. 
ffreets. But when ſuch men go, mien of God, 
Embaſſadours, Miniſters, ſuch eminent Mini- 
ſters as yours was, O what mourning ſhould. 
there be for him - you have loſt a Soul-friend; 


| yea a Soul-Father, an old Diſciple, a Soul- 


counſellor, a true ſhepherd, a Soul-feeder, a fin- 


'| cere Nathanael, a Barnabas, a Soul comforter ;_ 


you haye loſt an Angel, a ſteward, a labourer, . 
4 


2 
| 
f 
ti 
| 
1 
| 


_ - watched for your Souls : ,wept for your Souls, 
ſpent himſelf for your Souls good, and ſhall no 
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2 yatchman, a builder, one that ſtudied fol, 
your Souls, Preached, prayed for your Souls of. 


ſuch a loſs be bewailed ? As Paul laid to thy 
Epheſiansconceraing himſelf,we may ſay to youſhic 
concerning Mr. Stubbs, AR.20. 25. Beholi. 
all ye among ſt whom he hath gone for ſome year 
Preaching the Kingdom of God, ye ſhall fs bY. 


face no more: and it is ſaid, Verſe 37. 38. Andy + 


they all wept ſore, and fell on. Pauls neck, ani, 
kiſſed him; Sorrowing moſt. of all for the word, 
which he ſpake, that they ſhould ſee his face nd 
more. Mr. Stubbs hath ſeveral times come tok;+j 
the City and teturned to you again, but nowhiaj] 
he will return to you no more z he hath don, g, 
Preaching to you, he hath done praying fotſign 
you, he will weep and wreſtle for you no more$ye 
he will never more inftru& and. counſel youf 15 
never more warn and admoniſh you, never{;aqa 
more exhort and perſwade you, never morghng 
comfort and encourage you the doors are noWhag 
ſhut, the doors of your ears have been tovhim 
often but againſt his meſſage, and now they. 
doors of his lips are ſhut up, ana never willy 
they be open to you any more. . It would havehyz 
been a juſt cauſe of great trouble ii. your Mi-hye 
niſter had been removed into a corner, or hadhay 
been thruſt into a Priſon, although there youkhg/; 
might have viſited him ſometimes and reccived| 5: 


a 


C 17 3 
fo, Spirituel benefit by his private confert/ant 
uy 4 have been without hopts'of His deliverdtiee ; 
Ind enjoying the fruir- of 'his labours again 5 
Gut now-he-is gone from whence he will cot” 
x&tutn; his Soul is fled beyertd your reach, ahd 
Wis body is gone down to the place of filerice 
the Lord hath put hit to MMente 5; men coul 4; 
arirot do it; he would prevxeh io long as he had 
s Tongue to ſpeak: but God hath fileniced Him” 
Jin the grave, {6 that now you muſt hot Took” 
| hat he ſhovld pray more; atrd put up father 
ſupptications for you, of preach more,and give 
fur ther inſtruEtions ants you : rhis is a Lamen® 
C tion ahd ſhould be for x Lenfertation. PFibe- 
Willy you ſhould Jament yout ſims whith have 
DNGrocured thislok; this ſad rokes have yol riots 
foffigned away your Miniſter by - 'yout viſteachi- 
regbienefs- under- the word - which hath 'been. 
WUhaught by: his friouth 3 Four unfruirfitnefs - 
Velknder Gods: ſhowing upon yott; Gods: Ireffitig” 
Fend ranvwriftg of you by His Hands 7 Ye bet 
had our lefs £96! here in City, trot &f Ty, 
w ita; but aH6 of many oth het ettilhent arid fl h- 
het Miniſters 3- ou? glory is in a'great nifeafty 
ViBeparted, or Arengrtifagthye our Ee” 
Chir Facob5$ 98 pra yitts our wireftfitig 1 Mihifters"; , 
" re many of thetfi goric lately ro. Got, ant © 
have we:not;: yeaton to fear that God is 3 
_ E retth6vehis Goſpd; wi heals Home'h! p' 
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Embaſſadours ſo faſt? that a great ſtorm is near] y 
when he houſeth ſo many of his ſervants? ls; 
not our hedg in danger of falling, when fo, 
many ftakes are pluckt up ? and our houſes of! 
tumbling, when ſo many pillars are thrown; 
down? When. the righteous periſh, not only 


righteous men but Preachers of righteouſneſs, 


doth it not preſage ſome great evil at hand,,| \ 
which they are taken from to a place of reſt. 


and fafety ? The times did look with a bad 
face before, but do not they look worle and 
worſe, when ſo many Miniſters are removed, 


who by their prayers and miniſterial lahours 


might have been helpful to prevent thole judg- 
ments which we are in ſuch danger of ? The 
clouds do now gather blackneſs faſter and 
faſter, and dreadful thunder ſtorms do ſeem 


to be in their bowels, and the Lord knows how. 
ſoon all faces may gather paleneſs : the moſt, 


{crious Chriſtians and the moſt underſtanding 


and conſidering perſons, do look with trem-; 
bling expeRations, when this Ifland will crack 
and break with a ter: ible voice over us,and beat: 
down. with a fierce ſempeſt, it may be in|]; 
ſhowers of blood upon us. . The loſs of our | 
dear brethten in the Miniſtry doth weaken our; 
hands that are Miniſters, who have loſt the. 
adyantage of their company and help, but the; 
los is moſt near, moſt lore to-them, who were: 


under 


im oAAgcesSmC AQ 


na 


— 


9.7]. 


i| under theit charge; and the loſs of this « our 
| lately deceaſed Brother and Fellow-labourer 


ſhould be bewailed eſpecially, and laid to 
heart by you who were under his care and 


| Miniſtry. 
There are two ſortsof oeckewn amongſt you, 
| whom Mr. Stubbs hath left behind, Uncon- 


| verted; and Convetted perſons; we will ſpeak 


to doth. 


| Firſt, Are there not many unconverted per- 


| ous; whom your Minitter after all his Souls 


travel-and pains in Preaching hath left uncon- 
verted? Are there not many groſly ignorant 
perſons with you , notwithſtanding all his 
Catechizing and inſtrutions? Are there not 


many openly vicious perſons, notwithſtanding 
| all his reproofs -and admonitions? Are there 


no profane perſons among you, no ſwearers ? 


| Are there no unclean perſons, no adulterers ? 
{ Are there no. intemperate perſons, no drunk- 
Jards? Are there no unrighteous perſons, none 


that are fraudulent in their dealings? And 


| attiongft thoſe who are'civilized and outward- 


ly reformed, are there none among you, who 


;|are ſecretly wicked? none who are covetouis, 


under the reigning power of that fin which is 
ra with the power of gedlineſs'? Are 
B 2 there 
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Embaſſadours ſo faſt? that a great ſtorm is near; 
when he houſeth ſs many ot his ſervants? 1s; 
not our hedg in danger of falling, when fo. 
many ftakes are pluckt up ? and our - houſes of: 
tumbling, when ſo many pillars are thrown; 
down? When. the righteous periſh, not only. 
righteous men but Preachers of righteouſneſs, 
doth it not preſage {ome great evil at hand, 
which they are taken from to a place of reſt. 
and 1afety ? The times did look with a bad 
face before, but do not they look worle and 


worſe, when ſo many Miniſters are removed, | 


who by their prayers and miniſterial lahourss: 
might have been helpful to prevent thoſe judg- 
ments which we are in ſuch danger of ? The 
clouds do now gather blackneſs faſter and 
faſter, and dreadful thunder ſtorms do ſeem 
to be in their bowels, and the Lord knows how, 
ſoon all faces may gather paleneſs : the moſt. 
{crious Chriſtians and the moſt. underſtanding 
and conſidering perſons, do look with trems-; 
bling expeRations, when this Iſland will crack 
and break with a teri ible voice over us,and beat / 


down with a fierce [empeſt, it may be in\|| 


ſhowers of blood upon us. . The loſs of our : 
dear brethren in the Miniſtry doth weaken our, 
hands that are Miniſters, who have loſt the; 
advantage of their company and help, but the; 
loſs. is moſt near, moſt tore to-them;who Werel 
| | : : under 
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{| under theit charge; and the loſs of this our 
|litely deceaſed Brother and Fellow-labourer 
| ſhould be bewatled efpecially, and laid to 
|| heart by you who were under his care and 
| Miniftry. 


There are two ſorts of perſons amongſt you, 


| whom Mr. Srubbs hath left behind, Uncon- | 
| verted; and Convefted perfons 3 we will ſpeak 


to both. 


| Firſt, Are there not many unconverted per- 
\[ſons, whom your Minitter after all his Soul» 
| travel-and pains in Preaching hath left uncon- 


verted? Are there not many. groſly ignorant 
perſons with you , notwithſtanding all his 
Catechizing and inftruftions? Are there not 


;| many openly vicious perſons, notwithſtanding 
all his reproofs -and admonitions ? - Are there 


no profane perſons among you, no ſwearers ? 
Are there no unclean perſons, no adulterers ? 


i] Are there no. intemperate perſons, no drunk- 
{]ards?. Are there no unrighteous perſons, none 
that are fraudulent in their dealings ? And 
;| artiongft thoſe who are'civilized and outward- 


ly reformed, are there none among you, who 


#Jare ſecretly wicked? none who are covetouis, 


under the reigning power of that fin which is 
inconſiſtent with the-power of gedlineſs'? Are 
Vt B 2 there 
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there no hypocrites among you, painted !SeqjS0 
pulchres,..rotten at heart, whatever your outsupc 
ward ſhow and profeſſion of Religion is ? Are{ape. 
there not. too many, among you who mindſratio 
your Bodies, but negle& your Souls } whg|Chri 
make proviſion for your fleſh, but negle& yout 
Salvation? Alas! Alas ! What is like to. be-|defg 
come .of you who are ftill unconverted, and|awa! 
have not been wrought upon effeRually by|aſlee 
ſuch Preaching, ſucha Miniſtry, now this Mi-|yov 
nifter is removed ? If you were not converted|of | 
whilft you had ſuch powerful means, are you| thin 
now like to be converted, when the means are|Aw 
gone, and you are never like to have ſuch, Go« 
powerful means of grace again? Did not your |you 


Miniſter whilſt alive call upon you frequently, |befc 


and that with earneſtneſs and importunity that|ſhu' 
you would repent, and turn from, your evil| yot 
ways preſently, and that you would not delay, 
teſt God ſhould leave off calling you, and take 
away the means of your converſion from you ? | to 
And hath not God left off calling you now- by | dex 
his mouth? And if you ſhould not be effeQue| Kit 
ally. called at all, if you ſhould not be..cons| wa 
verted. whilſt you live (which now ſeems very | ten 
unlikely to be) better had it been for you that'| wh 
7ou..had never been born z better 'you. had. | £0! 
deen Dogs, or Swine, or, Worms, or-Teads,| dit 
rather than: Men and Women with immorre: ne 
—; | R Souls, 


EY. 
SeelSouls, becauſe of the dreadful miſeriescoming' 
utspon you, which infetiour Creatures will ef- 
Arelcape. (Without Converſion, there is no Sal- 
indivation z without Repentance and Faith in 'Jeſus 
rha[Chrift, and love to God and a holy life, there 
outſis no eſcaping the Damnation of Hell. Our 
be-[defign i» not to drive you to deſpair, only to 
nd[awaken you, who have been fo long and {6 faft 
by[aſlkep under ſuch an awakening Miniftry; if 
Ai-[you flcep fill and are not ſtartled by the loſs 
edlof your Miniſter, we muth fear the _rext 
ou| thing will be the loſs of your Souls. Awake? 
re[Awake ! Ye drowly, ſecure, ſleepy ſinners, 
ch, God calls upon you onee more, by us he calls 
ur|you to awake, to repent and turn from fin 
yz| before it be too Jate,and the door of -triercy be 
at| ſhut, ahd death hath unexp<Redl(y-furprifed 
vil| your in-your (ins. EN VS DIR 


ke God by us doth command the vilet ef: you 
2 | to repent, eZ. 17. zo; And he tiireatneth 
y | death} if you diſobey him :- ſhould an ext chly 
w|RKing command you to eome out of: a dirty 
» | way- into a-cltean- path, and that upon-pain of 
y.| temporal' death, would fot you obey'?-: And 
| when God. who is: the Ring of Kings dorh 
d.| eemmand you to repent, to: come our bf the 
| dirty ways of fin into the clean ways of-hoki- 
| nefs, and: that upon pairi'of eternal death, 
bp | | B 3 _—_ of 
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of everlaſting torment and puniſhment in Hellypriv 
will you not obey, will you not repent ? Willſigt 


\ you chulſe to diſhonour God, and damn your|to : 


own Souls rather than to repent pf your {ins}wol 
Shall the threatnings of a weak man have morgthe! 
force with: you, than the threatnings of thgene! 
great and glorious Fehovah who made Heaveajdeſt 
and Earth ? Shall the threatnings of leſſa]wh' 
evils which are but for a moment; haye morq Wi 
place with you, than the threatnings of thq you 
moſt dreadful evils and eternal plagues ſhalſ hav 
have ? Ps ſer) 
laſt 
| Moreover God doth invite you to repent] cor 
and uſeth arguments-to prevail with you| ſon 
Exch. 33.11. Say unto them, Thus ſaith thi a8: 
Lord God, I have no pleaſure in the death of thi a6 
wicked, out that the wicked turn from his wa 

and live : "Turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways © | 
for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael? God doth we 
Encourage you -torrepent by his promiſes ; al{ evi 
the promiſes which you-will find.in the Scrip/| to: 
ture of Remiffion, of Adoption, of Salvation] in 


of Spiritual priviſedges here, and eternal hap re! 


pineſs hereafter, are made to thoſe that repent 1 


and. believe; both which are always 'in con- be 
union, See Prov. 28.13. 1/a. 55-17. (hap, th 


x. 16,17, 18. And will not Gods invitations) Te] 
Gods promiſes, and none of the rich Goſpel 1s 
x F- EE - ' ptr 
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Hellypriveledges move you to repent ? Will you 
Wilſlight pardoning mercy, and chuſe rather 
your|fo abide under guilt ? Is it good to keep 
ins} wounds in your conſciences when you may have 
norethem healed? Is it good to have God your 
' thjenemy, when you may be reconciled? Is it 
avedeſirable to continue Children of the Devil, 
eſſe when yourmay be made the Children of God ? 
zorq Will you prefer raggs before robes to cover: 
thqyou? And chuſe poverty when you may 
hall have Jewels to enrich you? And eternal mi-. 
ſery, when by repentance you may attainevers; 
laſting happineſs ? There are three ſorts of un- 
ent} converted and impenitent perſons among you 3 
ou] ſome of you are young, ſome in your middle 
thi age, and ſome of you are arived unto old 
thy age, we would apply this Call to every one. 
ys Firſt, You that are young men. and young 
2th women, repent of your ſins, and turn from-your 
alj evil ways whilſt you are young ; as you ought 
ip, to:remember your Creator -ſoas to turn to him 
dh} 1n. the: days of your yourns {o you ought to 
zp4 remember your ſins ſo as to turn from them, 
nf 19 the days of your youth, Had any of+you 
n4 been born without fin, and lived without fin, 
zp.] there would have been no occaſion for your 
ns repentance z . But who among you can-f:y he 
el is innocent 2 Have you not original ſt aid 
Fr en, B 4 | actual 
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atual fin to'repept: of ?:Will-nat your' cang [lead 
ſciences witneſs the copyuption of your natures, proc 
how averſe naturally you are to good, howf give 
prone to evil. Is there not a Regiilter in your zre | 
boſomes of firs committed in your childhood p| afte: 
together-with your more late and mare agiſhe g 
giavated youthiul tranigreffions? - And do youſpent 
not'then need to repent ? Are you too young live 
to repent, when you ate not too. young taf men 
fin ?.: You have heard of Foſiaby who had af hav« 
tender heart in his tender years; and of F; morby to 1 
who when'a Child'did know the holy Scrip»i] and 
tures, which taught him the tefſon of Repen-i[may 
tance-; and if others have attained repentanceimay 
in their Childhood and youth, why may not Jlude 
you attain it ? The Devil will perſwade you itYGo 
is too ſoon, and the fleſh will perſwade you ip;Ytenc 
is too ſoon to repent ; and your companions {you 
in fin will perfwade you to hold on-:with” them Jribl 
till in your finfull. pratices: many carnal/Jven! 
arguments you may find out to, move and plead: ſum 
for indulgence of your ſelves ſtil} in your fen-'YBeſt 
ſual and ſinful delights; and you may. be prone JÞbe 
to think graver years will be moſt ſutable for pon 
the &rious and ſevere work of Repeninnce pi | 
and you may prefumingly hope, when you are 'Þ 
grown up to years of more maturity, then you i 
will mourn for your iniquity, then you wilt: 

turn over a new ak, return unto God and. 


lead 


Tw7 
"net lead 2:new 'life. But doth God allow you'to 
es procrafſtinate_ your Repentance ? Doth God 
el give you a diſpenſation to fin, fo long as you 
wel zre ſo young ? If it be a duty to repent here- 
| after, is it not now as much your duty ? If it 
33 he good to.repent at all, is it .not good to're- 
ou pent whilft you are young ? Are you fure to 
gy live till you are grown men, and grown wo- 
tay men ? Did you never fee or hear that others 
x| have died as young as your elves, and as likely 
by to live, and that notwithſtanding their hopes 
p>f and: prefumptions of long life ? Indeed "your 
1-if may live to be old, but think allo that you 
nay die whilſt you are young; you may die 
Jſuddenly before you have time to call upon 
FGod for mercy, and if you die in your impeni-' 
Jtency you will moſt certainly be thrown for 
{your fins-into Hell, that place of moſt hor- 
n Jrible: and unſpeakable miſery 3 and will you 
{Jventure your+everlaſting damnation on pre- 
{ſumption of long life, and future Repentance 2 * 
- '' Beſides, are you ſure to repent, ſhould your life * 
Ide continued 2 Is -Repentance in your own * 
Jpower ?-- Ifryou have not hearkned. unto for-./ 
Finer calls of -your' deceaſed Miniſter, and if 
FJyjou will not: hearken to the call of divers Mi--- 
Piſters now together, are you ſure God will | 
_—_ any more, that he will ſend any other 
oe | Miniſter to you? Or if he ſhould, may not X 
| wit 


1 


| Repentance , 


* [26 ] 
withhold his bleſſing, and ſwear in his verath 


that his Spirit which. hath been ſtriving with] ; 


you ſo long, ſhall ftrive with you no more? 
Moreover, can there be a more fit, a more rea- 
ſonable time for your Repentance, than whilſt 
you are young? Will not your Repentance, 
now be with the leſs difficulty ? lt it be dif- 
ficult to repent when your fins are fewer, will 
nor the difficulty-encreaſe when your ſins are 
encreaſed and grown more numerous? If it be 


difficult to repent when your fins are leſſer,| 


will not the difficulty greaten when your ſins 
are greatned and grown more heinous? Is not 
a twig more eaſily bended, than a grown Tree? 
Will not long cuſtom in ſin added to your na- 

tural propenſity, add to the difficulty of your 
repentance? ls it nat eaſier to, repent when 
you have lels {in and more time, than when you 
ſhall have leſs time-and more fin ? Will not fin 
be more eaſily mortified whilſt it is more weak, 

than when by long continuance it hath gather- 
ed more ſtrength ? . Will it not be very hard 
to remove long contradted hardneſs ?.. Do you 
think the Devil will be eaſily caſt out; 'iwhen he 
hath had long poſſeſſion, 
if it were eaſily. attainable, 

be fo pleaſing and acceptable unto God , as. 
Repentance in your youth? Doth not God 


call for your firſt fruits? Shall the Devil, and 
the 


Or can your laſt} 


_—_— 
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the fleſh, and the World raviſh your Virgin- 
affetions, and then will you repent ? Hath 
not God work enough for you to do although 
you begin never ſo young ? And will you 
chpſe rather.to ſerve -the Devil and your own 
loſts in the ſpring, the prime, aud vigour of 
your years, than to ſerve the glorious Fehovah, 
when the ſervice of the former is ſuch ſlavery, 


| ſuch drudgery, and the ways will be eternal 


death, and the ſervice of the latter 1s ſo ho- 


' nourable, ſo beneficial, and'its reward eternal 


life. May this Call, theſe arguments prevail 
with all of you that are young, without any 
further delay to repent of your fins, and to 
day, whilſt it is called to day. to hearken unto 
Gods voice, and no longer to harden your 
hearts through the deceitfulineſs of fin. 


Seconcly, You that have continued in your 
ſinful ways and pra&tices to your nitcdle aye 
It is high time that you ſhould repent. If your 
Spring be over,and your Sutniver be come, and 
hitherto you have negl ated yourSouls, and al- 
lowed your ſelves in your {ins O delay no lon» 
ger+time, repent of your {ins, and repent that 
you-have repentcd no {ooner. God ſtretcheth 
torth his: hand all the Cay long to a ſtubborn 
and gainſaying people ; if you have been ſtub- 
born hitherro.3 If you have deafned your ear 
= ; h to 


[28] .. 
to former calls, don't deafen your ear to this: 
call, which may be your laſt call. God hath; 
been very patient with you, he might have cut: 
you off in your fins long ago, and think where 
your Souls would have been now. Have not 
* 5am of you been vifited with fſicknels, and 
brought down to the fides of the pit, and 


been raiſed gain beyond your own and others 
expeQations? Have not others of you eſcaped 


reat perils and dangers, and been wonder- 


lly preſerved when your lives were in great 


| jeopardy ? And ſhall your reſtoration or your 
preſervation, be but a reſervation unto more 


dreadful deſtruFion ? Or rather ſhall not 
Gods patience and goodneſs lead you to Re- 
pentance? Will you return evil for good ? Be: 
cauſe God doth not ſpeedily execute his venge- 
ance upon you, ſhall your hearts be fully ſer in 
you to do evil? If your youth hath been given 
away fromGod don'tgive the ſtrength of your 
years too. Let the time paſt be ſufficient where- 
in you have ſerved divers lufts, and let the re- 
maining part of your days he devoted untoGgd 
Itis likely that many of you are now got into 
intanglements, and will be hindred by incuny 
bring buſineſs in. the work, whieh is like to he 
more difficult than if you had begun betimes : 
but think, although the difficulry of Repen- 


rance be never ſo great, yet the neceſſity of Re-_ 


pentance 


(29 ] 


"| yentance is far greater; Repentance is both 
| uriiverſally and abfolutely , altogether indif- 
| penſably neceſſary 3 you muſt repent, all of 


you muſt repent, otherwiſe you are loſt irre- 


| coverably, and will periſh everlaſtingly ; It 
| may be hard to you now, and grievous to un- 


ravel all your ſmjul works, to undo what hi- 
therto you have been doing, to begin another 
life now after you have ſpent, or rather miſ- 


| pent ſo much of your time; It may be very 


grievous to you to cut off your right hands, 
to pluck out your right eyes, but better do 10 
than that the whole body be caſt into the fire 
we mean, it is better to part with your moſt 
beloved luſts, called in the Sctipture, and by 
our Saviour, the right hands, and the right 
eyes, than that the Soul ſhould periſh in ſin, 
and be tormented in Hell ; ſurely Hells tor- 
ments is far more frievous than repenting work 
and converting work can be. O be not befool- 
ed by the deluding Devil, and your own de- 
ceitfu] hearts, ro defer 1o great anc neceſſary 
work any longer ; you have thought to repent 
at this time, and thought to repent at that 
time, and yet this time hath come, and that 
time hath come, and both have ſlipt and are- 
gone, 2nd ſti}t you are where you were; as far 
from Repentance, yea further from it, more 


 Indifpoſed, more averſe to it than at the be« 


ginning. 


I. | 
inning. Sinners, what do you reſolve upon? 
will you hold faſt fin ſtill ? Will you: purſue 


your lufts to. ttie burning lake? Or will you| 


defer again this work of Repentance until. a 
fitter ſeaſon? What ſeaſon can be more fit 
than the preſent ſeaſon, when God calleth youz 


commandeth you, and ſtretcheth forth his hand] 


to encourage you unto this duty. Y 


Thirdly, And laſtly. We ſhall add one word 
to call old finners to Repentance : your. Spring 
is paſt, your Summer 1s ended, your Winter 
is come, and yet you have not repented, yet 
have not amended. And what do you think 
now to do? Are you reſolved to. finiſh-your 
courſe as you have begun 'it ? Are you re- 
folved to fill up the meaſure of your fin, with 
your days;and will you deafen- your ears againſt 
all Gods calls unto the laſt ? You have one foot 
in the grave, and don't you ſometimes think of 

cath? Can you think to live here always? 


Doret you feel your ſtrength to decay ? Have |. 


you no Harbingers and forerunners of death 
with you ? Do not your Silver hairs mind you 
of the looſing of the filver cord? and your 
daily breakings through the infirmities of old 
age, of the breaking of the golden bowl and 
Pitcher at the fountain, and wheel at the ciſtern, 
whom duſt ſhall return to the earth as it _ 
an 
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/and the Spirit to God that gave it, that by 
him you may be judged ? Eccl. 12. 6,7. Young 
ones may dic in youth, but you -#ft die in old 
age: you cannot lalt much longer; in a mo- 
ment you may go down into your duſt, and 
what do you think will become of your Souls 
when they are teparated trom your bodies ? 


' Will not God call you to an account for all 


your fins ? Shall you not receive according' to 
what you have done in the body ? Can you be 
content that God ſhould baniſh you from his. 
preſence for ever, and punith you amongſt 
Devils in Hell ? Can you dwell with devouring 
fire ? - Can you inhabit everlaſting burnings ? 
Can you endure to be tormented and that to 
eternity, and that with extremity of tor- 
ments? Bur you will ſay, is there no hope? 
I anſwer, the Devil may tell you there is ns 
hope 3 when you were young the Devel per- 
ſwaded you it was too ſoon to repent ; and in 
the ftrengrh of your years, that it was too 
ſoon; time enough hereafter ;- and now it may 
be. he would perfſwade you it is too late; yet 


| however grey-headed Converts are very rare, 


{ome ſuch there are and have been found : We 
read, Math.20.6. of ſome called to work in the 
vineyard at the eleverth hour. Indeed your 
Repentance now: will be with the greateſt dif- 


| ficulty ; but conſider what hath. been. faid of 


its 
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tts neceſſity, and you may take ſame co IrAga 


urage- | ipfi 
ment from its poſſibility. It is poſſible for] Sal: 
you to obtain Repentance, and Remiſfion, and} -- - 
Salvation, if without further delay you ſeek it, | . C 
if you diligently feek it. You have need toi dd 
ranlack your hearts; to read over the Regiſtes ye 
of your Conſciences, fo draw up bills of in bra 
ditement- againſt your ſelves : you have needf| to : 
to retire within, to go down into your Spirits] poſ 
with the candle of the Lord in one hand, an&f aliv 
the word of the Lord in the other hand, thatfSer 
you may-find out, and bring out,and ſlay thof&Y ind 
luſts there, which war againſt you, and which may 
if. they be not ſlain, will be your ruin : you{bra! 
have need to humble your ſelves greatly before! 
the Lord, to lic very low, to cry very louds 
to mourn and weep, to grieve and lament 
over ſo many ſins, and thoſe ſo highly aggra-| .. I 
vated as:yours have been; And then know'þ are 
there is mercy enough in ſtore for ſuch as;yor 
free-grace can fave the oldeſt and greateſt ſin-! 
ner z the merits of Chriſt are ſufficient for your Jyou 
pardon; the promiſes of the Covenant are latge'Jſtia 
and may reach the worlt of you. 


$ 
> 


| O thenqgoth 
break off your ftns by Repentance, - atid-lay'Jasl: 


| hold on the Lord Jeſus by faich, aftid devote jino 


what remaineth of your life utto God, and'Þ 


it is poffible that ſuch as you may. getinto the heal 
Kingdom of Heaven, and<ternally admire rhe'{ecz 
: infinite Þ * 


Txt 


«| ipfinite; Riches of Gods free, grace in _ 
or: Salvation. Ms Hb Bs 
id] . 4: 5011 
t,f. Our Letter would ſivell & too much ould we; 
toiþ add particulat dire&ions in order to this work3 
ed fe therefore exhort you to call ro Remem- 
n-{ brance what your own Paſtor hath Preached 
4] to you for your guidance and help, and it-is 
tg] poſſible that the ſeed which, he ſorved whilſt: 
&] alive, may. ſpring.up after ,his death3-and the 
ati Sermons which he hath Preached amongſt;yoop 
ind the: Counfſels which he hath given.to youz 
H{may (through Gods bleſſing and your Remem:+ 
bi brance 3 and. Application J. Have; theix effe&t; 
Yeven now. he is gone, in your Converfion and 
Salvation. - "> oP, dg: eds 
won Sooppgy 2960 UN gr 
a- - Beſides ena perſons, we hope thavs 
wW are many true "Converts. truly: gracious.;per» 
4} fons among you, and not a few who have been: 
Jthe Seal of. Mr. Srzbbs's: Miniſtry; - Sortig\ of 
Jyou are . new born, others:;well grown: Chris 
'IBians ; ſome; of you are. in a declining ſtate; 
qothers are thriving Chriſtians 3 we might/'be; 
45 large in our writing to you, as we have been 
Jinour call of the Unconverted;. we might ve 
arficulag- counſel and advice, in. —_ to the; 
-Fcaling of: wounded Confciences, the reyiying: 
, —— graces and. A » the —_ ; 
an 
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[34] 
and removing groundleſs doubts, and -perplew|Firi 
ing fears concerning your ſpiritual conditiongupht 
the arming you againſt Satans temptations gun 5 
the guiding of you inthe dark night of deqantly 
ſertion, and when under the Eclipſe of 'thiatch 
light of Gods countenance 3 and" for ''youth 
quickning and encouragement under aMiQtioniutch 
and all oppoſttions and difficulties which youjd tc 
do or'may meet withall in Heavens way. Bat| 
fhould we write particularly and fully to youſ'1:.. 
ef: theſe things, 'our Letter would grow int{ales 
a treatiſe, which is beyond our deſign ;- therequur 
fore we muſt refer you for Counfel, 'in 'theſype t! 
thirigs,unto the Word of God,and thoſe Bookypd 
in our-Engliſh tongue, which are written offho 
theſe Subjeas 3 and particularly to call to refove 
membrance what your dear Paſtor hath taughtſhe n 
you and advifed you, who- was the belt ac co: 
quainted with the ſtate of your Souls. © Pe en 
rand 271.5 - ivr ae 20m 121768 - ond} 
' All that we ſhall further.add;is to mind youſoſu: 
of fome duties, and to' fuggeſt' ſome conſiderÞſten 
atioris for your comfort and encouragementfnink 
under' this fo great a loſs. 54} 75 © OAIwe 
5 ; - 22 {62 (of JO : of 
The duties which 'God calleth you move eſpÞ e: 
pecially unto;after his taking away your'PaſtorÞith 
from you,are, 1 Watchfulneſs. 2 Fruitfolnefs,Jon! 
3Prayer. 4 Family-mſtruRion. -1257 © 7 ſr 0f 
on Sg Firſt, | 


LE RE. 
ev[Firſt, Watchfulneſs: All Miniſters are, or 
ongueht co be the Lords Watchmen ; the Watch- 
15 $11 5 whom the Lord ſet over you, was emi- 
deqntly faithful, bur he is now gone arid will 
thiſitch over you no longer, and therefore you 
DUutve the more need, and are now called to 
anech over your ſelves the more diligently, 
706d to watch over one another. 

Zot | | 
ouſt. Watch over your ſelves; guard your 
1tGaſes:. which are the inlets of fin, and keep 
requur hearts with all diligence, from whence 
eſyjre the iſſues of fin ; it is not lons fince you 
kd: ' the. eye of your Miniſter over you, 
offho was a faithful reprover; now he is re- 
Soved, take heed you give not. your fclyes 
hehe more liherty either to negle& duties, or 
acÞ0 comply with temptations,whereby you may 
"*#e enticed unto any fin ; were Mr.Stabbs alive, 
und by you, it may be you would not yield 
outofuch-and fuch Temptations, left you ſhould 
exſtend him, and be reptoved by him ; but 
nifthink with your {elves, that God is by you 
{ways and being infinitely holy,is more high- 
y offended with fin, than the moſt holy man 
ſn earth can be; and you have alſo an obſerver 
wvithin you, a reprover , we mean your own 
6 Ronſciences, and take heed of offending them 
i offending of God, for if God and Con- 
| "= hs Þ ſcience 


o 
_—— « 


pan gn 
-—— 


_ errours, eſpecially ſuch as are damnable,. fy 


you above life it ſelf, and let all go rather t 


 rours by ſome cunning impoſtors, and be toſie 


. 


[30] = 
ſcience ſhould be-againſt you, ,it is a thouſapgphls 
times worſe than to have all the men on Earthkd fc 
and all the Devils in Hell againſt you. Wat. 
not only againſt groſſer, and more ſcandaloy. 
fins, but allo againſt leſſer fins, and fuch as arf/Sec 
of more ordinary pra&tice in the World, anſjvur ! 
that not only amongſt the profane,, but alſſhat | 
amongſt profeſſors of Religion themſelygpatct 
amongſt whom too many hypocrites will hynoth 
found at the laſt day. Watch alſo . againiſity. 
one 
ſto 411 
"we 


as are in the foundations of Religion, whi 
ſhould you entertaia, would be mov 
effeftual to ruin your Souls, than if you n 
guilty of the groffeſt immoralities. Havin 
received the truth, hold it faſt, prize it abo 
Silver and Gold, as being far more preciouf 


et any truth go; let truths be rooted in you" 


. hearts, imbrace them with love and delighyours 


otherwiſe you may be impoſed upon with e 


to and fro with divers winds of Doctrine 
by the ſlight of men and cunning craftineſs 
ſuch as lie in wait to deceive; always ſuſpe: 
them as dangerouſly erroneous,who endeavol 
to bring the Miniſtry of Chriſt's appointmenole! 
into contempt, and perſwade you to a negle(figh 
thereof,” which you have reaſon above othept t 


highly * 
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ngohly to eſteem and keep cloſe unto, havin 
arth{d fo eminent and faithful a Miniſter among 
atchſou. | | 
aloub 
s arf/Secondly, As yon ought to watch over: 
adour ſelves, ſo alſo to watch over one another, 
What fo inſtead of one, there may be many 
Iveatchmen amongſt you. Watch over one 
other in reference to ſin, and in reference to 
ainflty. In reference to ſin, both to prevent fin 
Gone another, and to reſtore ſuch as are fallen 
i&do it. \Watch to prevent fin,ſfo far as you have 
gower; ſay not with (ain, Am I my brothers 
per? As you ought not to murder ' the 
inedies of any, nor to ſuffer any (if you can 
der it) to murder themfelves ſo you ought: 
ot to murder the Souls of any, nor to permit 
hem (if you can hinder it) to murder their 
mn Souls : ſhould you (ee any of your neigh: 
hyours, or acquaintance,take Swords, or Dag-* 
rs, and therewith to gaſh and wound them- 
Elves, lift up their hands to thruſt them into 
negicir hearts, would not you run to them, and 
atch away thoſe weapons and inſtruments of 
ath from therm ? Would not you argue and 
gead. with them, to forbear the laying ſuch 
ienfolent hands upon themſelves? By fin*your 
Fighbours wound themſelves ; if they'wound' - 
pt their fleſh, they wound' their Spiric ;' if 
48 C 3 they 
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they wound not their bodies, they wound. theig!#'? 
Souls ; and as thoſe wounds are moſt inwarg|y0u 
fo they are the moſt deep and dangerous thgthe! 
wounds of ſin are mortal wounds, and not onlyfor 
temporal death but eternal will be the effeffaul 
of them, without a. ſeaſonable application of and 
the blood of Chriſt. O do what you can to 
prevent fin in your friends, do what you cal fait 
to arm them againſt Temptations, and to eng and 
courage them to re{iſt the Devil; to expoſqicic 
themſelves to any kind of ſufferings and paing| cel: 
and to deny themſelves any kind of delight der 
and gains, rather than to offend God , and pet 
wound their Conſciences by their fins. Jas 


But if any of your Brethren have berg pre 
tempted and have yielded, if they are falle] me 
and wounded, watch to reſtore ſuch; and ther the 
in follow the direQion of the Apoſtle, Gal. 6.1] rex 
Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, y pri 
which are Spiritual reſtore ſuch 4 one in thy and 
ſpirit of meekneſs, conſidering thy ſelf leſt thai thi 
alſo be tempred, If you hear of a fault in any on 
of your neighbours, be not forward to, bej Mi 
lieve it, unlets the thing be evident by clear ce! 
proof, or the parties own confeſſion, and then £0 
think what the Law of love doth require, Gt 
Lev..19-17. Thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother 1 pr! 
thize heart, thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebukg thy|-M« 

| | neighbour; 


| 


[ 39] 
their oghbonr,. ard not ſuffer ſin upon bim.. When 
ardyour neighbours; lie under guilt, let love to 
: thitheir Souls prompt you to ute your endeavour. 
only for the removal thereof ; don't ſpeak of their 
fea faults behind: their backs to their defamation, 
n of and the wounding of their names, but ſpeak 
n tqof their faults ro themſelves in your plain and 
car faithful reproofs, in order to their amendment 
en) and the -healing of the wounds in their: Con- 
poly ſciences: and that, your reproofs may be fuc- 
1ing] ceſsful, they muſt be managed with much pru- 
gh dence,with a due conſideration of the fault, the 
and perſon, the place, the.time,. and the manner; 
| as to the manner the, Apoſtle direQs you to 
[do it in the ſpirit of. meekneſs, don't ule op» 
hee probrious terms, railing angry accuſations,' re- 
Ulef membring that the wrath of man worketh not 
erg the righteouſneſs of God,: and anger in your 
6.1] reproof- is apt to beget anger in the parties re- 
, y proved, the effe& of which is like to be excuſe 
tel and extenuation of their faults, a hardning of 
thay them in their ſins, recriminations and retorts 
any 0n your ſelves : whereas if you reprove them 
be{ mildly. ,in a' ſpirit of meeknefs, and they per- 
leaj ceive your love therein, .and deſign of their 
-hen good, you may the more probably. reach their 
ire) Conſciences , and through Gods bleſſing im- 
ry print a conviction upon them, and be inftru- 
zj-mental for their reſtoring; a ſoft Tongue break- 
Vis C 4 eth 
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[40 ] | 
eth'a.bone, and-a mild: reproof may mollify alway 
heart:-that is-like a bone, or like a:-ſtone inſthat 
hardneſs. 4: - 566 ie *” . llind 


And: as you ought, to watch over one ano-| 2. 
ther-in reference to fin, -{o alſo'in reference toll the 
duty; as you occalionally or purpoſely meet tos] ker 
gether,” watch to advite and counſel one anos the 
ther, to quicken and' encourage one another ſuc 
in your duties both to God and man, 'read $cr 
Aal. 3.16. Then they that feared the Lord} ano 
ſpake often one tv another, and the Lord hearkned| na 
and heard it, aud a Book of remembrance wail our 
pr:tten before him,for them that feared the Lord but 
4 that.thought upon bis name, Here you have, «s 
1-. Your daty,to ſpeak often one to another;ſ ro 
and:what it is.you ſnouldſpeak : The wicked thi 
ſpeak often one to. another,: but 'they- ſpeakſ ſel: 
vanity ang ſin, .as if their Tongues were theit| t01 
own, and they had no Lord iover them; their] ' 
diſcourſe is froth and filth, they have a Tres 
{ure of evil things in their hearts, and thence] let 
they bring forth that which is evil ; but you| 'fr1 
who fear the Lord, have a Treaſure of gooll ſo 
things in your-hearrs; and thence you ſhould fo 
bring forth -that which'is-good:: your words| dc 
ſhould be like: choice' Silver to enrich one ano} ' qu 
ther; your lips like a Tree ot righteouſneſs to] th 
feed one another, yaur difcourſe ſhouldiþe- all - oc 
BE 0 EO way © 


[ 4x 


7 alway with grace unto your mutual edification, 


Hhthat you may excite one another'in the ways 
:]and {ervice of the Lord. 4 


2, Here's a motive to quicken unto the duty, 
| the Lord hearkneth, taketh eſpecial notice 
}f kereof, records this on his Book, in order to 
| the reward he intends and hath prepared for 
| ſuch in the other World. Look into another 
Scripture. Heb. 10. 24, 25.' Let ws conſider ong 


dill another to provoke (not to anger, but) unto love 


and good works, not forſaking the aſſembling of 
if our ſelves together, as the manner of ſome us, 
but exhorting one another, and ſo much the more 
| you ſee the day approaching.” We have not 
roomin this Letter-to enlarge in expoſition of 
this Scripture, but muſt leave it with your 
ſelves to do it in your Meditations, 'mnſt alſo 
contra&t in the other particulars. | 


Secondly, The ſecond duty which God cal- 
leth you unto, on the loſs of your Miniſter, is 
fruittulneſs. Your Miniſter was a ſpiritual 
ſower, and we hardly know any*who hath 
ſown fo much feed of the word, as he uſed to 
doin all places where he came; none more-fre- 
quent in Preaching on the Sabbath days, on 
the week days, on ordinary, on extraordinary 
occaſions, publickly, and from houle to houſe, 

ki'k he 
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he ceaſed not, whilſt he had a Tongue and 
Breath,to Preach the word. We need not tell 


you how much ſeed he hath ſown amongſt youz 
and what it is that God doth look for, after 
ſuch a ſeed-time as you have had. But that the 
harveſt of your fruitfulneſs ſhould be in ſome 
meaſure an{werable hereunto; that as you have 
had more feed ſcattered among you than 6- 
thers, 1o you ſhould bring forth more fruit 
than others: Take heed now your Miniſter is 
dead, that his Sermons don't die with him, 
and be forgotten by you, as if they had never 
been Preached, never been heard. Take heed 
you be not found barren after ſuch ſowings; 
that you be not found dry after ſuch droppings; 
that you be not like Pharaohs kine, lean after 
lvch plenty of ſpiritual food, and ſuch abun- 
dant means of Spiritual nouriſhment as you 
have enjoyed. The fruits which God doth 
look for, are the fruits of Repentance, humi- 
lity, meekneſs, telf-denyal, patience, content- 
ment, diligence, rightcouſnefs, filial fear 6f 
God, faith in Chriſt, love to God, and one to 
another, zeal for Gods honour, lively hope of 
Heaven, thankfulneſs for mercies. God looks 
that you ſhould be fruitful in good words, and 
in good works; let the ſeed your Miniſter hath 
ſown, {ſpring up after his death in ſuch fruits. as 
theſe; ſuch things he hath often taught you, 
an 


[ 43 ] 


[and exhorted you unto, in his Sermons, and 


he hath gone before you in the practice of them 

in kis life ; ye are witneſſes and God allo, . 
how holily, and juſtly, and unblamably he 

behaved himſelf among you, and how he ex- 

horted, and charged you as a Father doth his 

Children: and be ye followers of him who 

through faith and patience doth now inherit 

the promitles. 


Thirdly, The third duty which God doth 
now call you eſpecially unto, is Prayer. Your 
Miniſter whilſt alive did pray much with you, 


5| and he pray*'d more for you ; he was one of 


the moſt Prayerful Miniſters in England; he 
gave himſelf as to the Miniſtry of the word, 
{o alſo unto Prayer: but now his praying work 
on Earth, is changed into prailing work in 
Heaven; you have loſt a praying friend, 


*| you have therefore now ſo much the more 
"| need to pray for your ſelves, pray lecretly, 


pray frequently, pray fervently. Pray againft 
fin, and pray for larger effuſions of the Spirit 
upon you. Pray againit fin; do as, Hoſ.14.2. 
Take with you words and turn to the Lord; ſay 
unto him, take away all iniquity, and receive us 
graciouſly. God hath taken away your Mi- 
niſter, O beg of him that he would take away 
your iniquity, the caule of this fo great a lols, 

/ SAY. 


[ 44 } 
Say, Lord thou haſt taken away him who was 
our glory, O take away our'fins which are our 
ignominy and ſhame; thou haſt taken away 
him who endeavoured to ſave us, O take away 
our 'fins, which if not taken away will deſtroy 
us. Shall our Miniſters go, and our fins ſtay ? 
Shall our glory depart, and our ſhame abide ? 


Qur bleſſings go, and our curſe continue ? Our 


builders go, and our deftroyers remain ? God 
forbid. Pray earneſtly that God would take 
away the guilt of ſin,and deliver you from the 
power of {in; not only the reign,but alſo from 
the rage of itz not onlv from its dominion, 
but alfo fromits Tyranny. And pray alſo for 
larger effuſions of the Spirit upon You, for the 
teachings of the Spirit, the witneſs of the 
Spirit, more of the graces, more of the 
comforts of, the Spirit, forget not 207 
in- your Prayers, and the land of your 
nativity ; bear alſo your particular friends on 
your hearts when you are before God on your 
knees. En” 


Fourthly, The fourth duty we would 
mind you of, is Family Inſtruction, the Cate- 
chizing of Children, and Servants, and bring- 
ing themup in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord: And here we muſt not enlarge in 
motives and Circtions, only we deſire you to 

2 remem- 
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: 45 J LE 
remember what the Counſels, perſwaſioris and 
practice of your deceaſed Paſtor was in this 


particular, and accordingly let your praRtice 
be. | 


| Andnow itis high time to draw to a cloſe; . 
we. ſhall add only one word or two, for your 
ſupport and comfort under this ſad providence; 
your loſs is great, and. we doubr not but this 
loſs is very grievous to many of you, that you 
do and will feel it more and, more, 'that you 
feel it on the Lords days, and feel it on the 
week days, when you mits him in the pulpit, 
and miſs him-in your Families. But none of you 
ought to be over-whelmed with ſorrow upon 

"this account, conſigering, firſt, that your laſs 


> 


'* is his gain: if he had continued ſtill.in the fleſh, 


and further exerciſed his Miniſtry amongft 
you," it might -have been more profitable. for 
you; but his diffolution and departure was 
beſt for himſelf. His body is decently interred 
here, and is fallen aſleep,. afleep in the bed of 
his grave, his wearied. body doth fleep now 
quietly without any diſeaſe. or pain, and will - 
abide in reſt until it be raiſed up in gloryin 
the morning of the ReſurreQion. His Soul 
immediately after its ſeparation had the at- 
tendance of Angels upon it to be its conyoy. 
Mmto the heavenly. Parade, and think what 


z0y 
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joy there was in heaven at his artival there  Jlar 
if there were joy in heaven at his converſion, | 


ſurely there was great joy at his Coronation, 


after he had done his work and been inſtru- þ 
mental in the converſion of ſo many, ſome þ 
there before him, and others whom he hath 4 


left behind 5 but O how full of joy was he 


himfelf ! How raviſhed and tranſported with þ 


zoy,' when he appeared in the preſence of the 
-plorious Fehovab, and was welcomed into 
Heaven by his dear Redeemer ; when he. tirſt 


viewed the glorious place he was brought into, | 


and ſaw the glorious face of God, and per- 


ceived fuch glory to be put upon himſelf, which 


we want thoughts to conceive and -think how 
full his enlarged Soul-is now of joy; you are 


weeping, but he is rejoycing, and he might ſay þ 
(could he make known his mind.) as our Sa- 
viour to the Daughters of Feruſaler, Weep þ 


not for me but for your ſelves. What, do you 


-prieve-that your Miniſter is fo highly promo- 
ted ? Will you mourn for him, as if he were þ 
loft or annihilated ? Could you wiſh that he 


were alive again ? Surely he would nat for a 


world change his place 3 nothing could per- 


{wade him to come out of the boſom of Chriſt, Þ 
and aſſume again a body of fin and death 
_ and could you wiſh that he would lay afide his 
glorious'robes, and clothe himlclt again with 

black 


Lan] , 


e » flark- garments? you ſhould rather joy in the 
n, ſhoughts-of his joy, than grieve inordinately 
n, for the laſs; eſpecially when you think he is 
-U- þut gone before, and you may and will arrive 
ne þt the ſame place of felicity, if you follow his 
th #xample,and walk in the fame way as he walked. 
he Conſider alſo, that although your Miniſter be 
th pone: from you,: yet the word*.of God doth 
he Femain with. youy to guide and counſel you ; 
to $o quicken and comfort you, and you have 
ft þr may have ordinances with you, if you look 


** %.+%tT 


00d you have received by his Miniſtry, and 
ou may receive further good by the Miniſtry 
f others, if you eek after it, and give your 
lligent attendance. Chiefly , Conſider al- 
hough your Miniſter is gone, yet God is not 
one 5 if you are truly gracious, God will 
ever remove his gracious preſence from you. 
t you walk in Gods ways according to the 
eachings and example of your deceaſed Mini- 
ter, you will have both the gracious and com- 
orting preſence of God with you in thofe 
mays. Therefore what things you have 
, learned, 


; £4] 


learntd,. and received, and heard, and ſeen 
him, do; and then though ſoeminent-an En 
baſſadour of peace be gone from. you, q 
God of peace ſhall yet be with you, mn 


the hearty Prayer of 


Your unfeigned and aſſured BP 
Soul friends, 


Tho. jorge Rob. Pryor... | 
7 obn Turne Yr, AP emberton' Th 
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+4] That Holy, Painful, and Fruitful Mi- 
# niſter of Chriſt, 


Mr. H, enry Stubbs ; 


about fifty Years a Succesful Preacher 
'} at Briſtol, Wells, Chew, Durſiey, Lon- 
don, and divers others places. 


By his unworthy Fellow-ſervant, 
haſting after him, 


RICHARD BAXTER. 


Printed in the Year, 1678. 
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lat. 20. 24. But none of theſe things 
| 2#0ve Me, neither count I my life dear 
xtto my ſelf, ſo that I rright finiſh my 
courſe with joy, and the Miniſtry 
which I have received of the Lord 
Jeſus, to teſtifie the Goſpel of the 
grace of God. _ 


His hour being deſigned to ſuch a com- 
memoration of our deceaſed: friend, - 
Mr. Seubbs;as is laudably uſed at ſuch 
- mens Funerals, | have choſen words of 
his Texc, which the. heart 2nd life of this holy 
{pan did fo-conftantly expreſs, that doubtleſs 
... phe ſame Spirit ſuggeſted them to bleſſed Paul 
nd him. They are the profeſſion of a full 
evotedneſs to God, in his Chriſtian and Mi- 
piſterial work, notwithſtanding all expeed 

Pifficulties and oppoſitions, which he reſolved 
; Frith unmoved patience to undergo to the joy- 
| finiſhing of his courte. 


The witneſs of the Holy Ghoſt, with his 
;Þma experience did teach him to expe — 
"7" "if 


[ 4 ] 
and afflitions at _Feruſalem, it being the or: 
dinary entertainment which every where did 
abide him : but how much worle might come 
he knew not, hut was relo]vedly prepared fox| , 
all; The joyful finiſhing of his courſe was ſo] g 
deſirable to hin), that no ſuffering, though it] ,;, 
werethe loſs of life it ſelf, did ſeemi too deat| 
or hard a means for its accompliſhment. ++ th 


' Here is then, firſt, The great and deſirable he 
prize for which nothing could be too dear. ,, 
Secondly, The chearfsl refolutiori of theApoſtlq,. 
to go on, and part with life it {elf to attain| ,,; 
1t. - i OR | ee TIP # 

The firſt, though. the words have no great nh 
Cfficulty, yet as to. the matter may. need: to pa 
ſome, a brief explication. viz. 1. What i « © 
meant by his Courſe. 2. What by his AGniſtry 
and reſtifying the Goſpel of the grace of God, ti; 
3- How this was received of :the Lord Feſml Ti; 
4+ What is meant by the finiſhing of his courſe] gx 
5. How it was to be done with Joy. 6. Why qe 
he was not moved; þy foreſeen ſufferings, nidyi, 

accounted his life dear, to. attain this end: {his 


Vt 24 03 UH tle oat ie 5047-11 

"And for brevity, I ſhall now obſerve thief 
method, to add the inftrudtions and other afſhop 
plications, 'to each part of the'Text as I'ye; 


| Firkh :- 


Or - 
did 
= 

Or 
; fo 
h it 
leat 


"Fu 


Firſt; Theword tranſlated Cour/e;lignifieth - 


a race to be"{wiftly run. And a threefold race 


1s. here included. 1. The race of humar life; : 
which is ſhort and untertain.: we are not'born : 


for nothing ;-'nor doth God pive us life, and 
time,and maintenance,to live in idlenefs, or to 


ſerve the fleſh, The .Sun ſtands not ſtill 'whe- 
ther we ſleep or wake : Qur breath, our pulſe 
are ſtil] in motion, our _ is running 3. And O 
how quickly ſhall we [ 

on Earth ſhall be tous no more.. This Courſe will 


2 ble 
ear. 
ftle 


ta 


with Foy, it * concerneth us' timely' to foreſee. 


reat 
: W part of our everlaſting work. 


NO t 5 
iſt | Secondly, The Courſe (or Race) of Chri- 
70 ſanity, is the neceffary improvement of our 
ef Time. This is not a'play, nor an idle,” britiſh: 
urſe or a jeſting life. 'It is a great work for a {&If- 
VI deftroying undone finner, to believe in a iSa-: 
MMviour, and fuch a Saviour,and wholly to truſt 
- This merits, *Sacrifice,- Countel: and ConduR, 

{his powerful operations, and effectual inter- 
 Mrefſfions for all our- preſent and our : future: 
r aMhopes.. ' 1t was not'a dream of War thatwe: 
| ENfwere liſted for in our baptiſin under theCaptain: 
1 dof our Salvation. The refiſting-of temptations, 
J\4\. Hon D 3 : the 


ce and hear, that: twpe | 
be certainly and quickly finiſhed ; but whether. 


{ For the review of Time, 'of- precious: Time, - 
and the work of Time, will be no contemptible 


— 
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the quenching of the Devils fiery darts, the 4 ; 


denyal of our ſelyes, and forſaking friends, 
reputation, eftate, and liberty, and life, for 
the ſake of Chriſt, and renouncing the fleſh 
the world and the Devil, for the hopes of a. 
promiſed unſeen glory, js a rea] work: To be- 
lieve in Chriſt and his promiſe of Heaven, | 
fo the forlaking of all worldly hopes, is a | 
ſerious buſineſs. To love God above all, and | 
our Neighbour as our ſelves, and to do as we 
would be done by, how eaſily ſoever men-. 
tioned and profeſſed, are works not unwor- 
thy to be aſcribed to the Spirit of the living 
God, and to the grace of the Almighty. - He 
that well finiſheth the Chriſtian courſe, ſhall| 
certainly receive the Crown of Righteouſneſs: 
And though none of theſe works do in the 
leaſt participate in the Office of the juſtifying | 
Sacrifice, Merits or Grace of Jelus Chriſt, | 
yet ſhall we be judged according to them ; 
and we muſt live to Chriſt, jf we will live 

with Chrift. Bet 


Thirdly, The Apoftolical Miniſterial gomrſe 
was alſo to be finiſhed with joy. His call was. 
wonderful, his Office honourable , his gifts 


powerful , his ſofferings great, his labours 


pops. tags. Wap, pum, hey gs. 


p< "ns peþ oy eo 4 oo © fan} by pay, + of 


pm) OS 


Jr— 


reater 5 his ſucceſſes, by miracles in them-: .t 


ſaved 


lves miraculous : yet all this would not have: .. 


e | faved himſelf, if he had not faithfully finiſhed 
' | his courſe. To begin hopefully is niore com- 


C7] 


mon than to end happily. The Sun of 


| ſecution. withereth much fruit that ſeemed 


flouriſhing : F#das his end didmore difference 
him from the reſt. of the Apoſtles; than this 
beginning. 7-2 SPY Fo re 


His Miniftry was conſiderable as odtiantcts 


; to all the Clergy, or as Apoſtolical. To Preach 
| the word as he commanded Timorby,' tobe in- 
Rant in ſeaſon and out of fraſon, to-reprove, 


rebuke, exhort with all long ſuffering and 
DoRrine, to rule well, andlabour in the word 


and DoRrine, to take heed to-our ſelves and 


unto Doarine,. and continue: therein, that we 
may ave our ſelves and them:that. hear us; 


"to take heed to our ſelves, and-all the flock, 
.. to hold back nothing profitable to them; hut 
3...to teich them publickly, and from houſe to 


houſe, day and night with tears, (eF&. 20.) 


' in meekneſs inſtrufting .thoſe./that oppoſe 
: . themſelves, if God at any time.will give'them 


repentance, all this is not a dreamer play. 


And to go over much of the world, from 


. Nation to Nation,: by ſca anid-land; to Preach 


- this Goſpel to ſtrangers of; various es, 
-.. through all difficulties and: fufferings,! to con- 
. D 4 | firm 
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:-nifters alſdireceive their :Office from the Lora 
. Fefws?: Vesig' And though the: way of theitfþlo 


[8] 


© 


+ firm: all bPuniracles, toleave this ſacred DoAs fate 


sme infallibly;lin records to! the Church; as a$or 
ele to the end of the; World; to teach :menFiirc 
advr7obſcrve all: things. Chriſt had commanded kon 
them;':as well as to-diſciple:nations; and bap+{fol 
ztizetherm;-aad ;ro ſertlethe-orders and gover-| : 
ment of the Churches according to-the will off 7] 
Chriſt, this was the extraordinary part of hisÞ|Ch! 

ig fie 154 War 
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a £8 1 p76 , | We 
11 Thivdly;\\This 'Miniſtry:was receved of thelinh: 
e:Lord Few, by ari extraordinary call,' a voiceſ 
bom. Heawengi: and an' intpiration of others] ] 
2that-wrexe :Miniſterially to ſend him, -and thighs t] 
Special inſpiration of his own ſoul, for apoſtoJMii 
-Uicali qualifications." ''Bur do not ordinary Mifend 


doi 


_ reception differ;their: Obligation to finiſh theirjwa 


courſe w'divine as well as Pauls. Chrift calleQernd 
* . Pawb:by thimfelf 'and by inſpired Prophets Jim 


' And hecillethusby his qualifying grace,and bytnd 


'-: his ſtated: Law (as the King maketh Maiory wo 


and-Bayliffs.of Corporations by his ChartersJcre 
wherein the ordainers and eleQors, orderlywit 


'11+determine ob :the recipient perſons, and thifay: 
 -ordamers:miniſterially inveſt -them 3 but: thgat 
. office. power: and obligation is dire&ly fronand 


"the: Lay. of: Cheift. -And' if - any breach of c 


C9] 
t< jnteruption ſhould be made in human ordina- 
SaFion and tradition, the Law ſtill Randeth to 
enÞVire&t men in the choice and inveſtiture, and ts 
ed fonfer Authority,and to oblige, -25 well as the 
1p»: lolyGhoſt,to give men the n<ccijaries thereto, 

er 
af 


hisþ 


Thateiore as we receive our Office from 
hrift, ' we'muſt uſe it for Chriſt, and nor foy 
carnal ſelf, nor as the ſervants of men; And 
we mult uic it according to the Laws of Chriſt, 
thewhoſe Laws foever ſhall gainſay t1-M. 
iceſ 
ers Fourthly , The finiſning of Pauls Courſe, 
tliegis the bringing his work ot Chriſtianity arid 
toJMiniſtry to the defired joyful end, 1. To the 
Mend of daration : not to be ds of well 
orgdoing, nor having pur his hand to Chriſts 
S$plow,to look back and repent, nor forſske the 
wr warfare in which he was &ngaged. He that 
le endurgth to the end ſhall be ſaves: and in due 
ts Jiime we ſhall reap if we faint net. -2. To the 
| by tend of Intention. - 1. To do his own appointed 
ory work, that his orace being exerciſed and in- 
ersÞcreaſed, he may be.acceptable to God,and fit 
xrlgwith joy to meet the Lord. 2. To call, and 
thffave ſinners; and to build up Saints, and-to 
th{gather Churches unto Chriſt, and edific them, 
rofand leave to all ages his De&rin and example, 
y of & certain, word and powerful motive,” 23. To 
in-. :* : glorifie 


[ 10 } 1 
glorifie Chriſt and God the Father in all this|er 
' not to fit warm in a reverend habit, for maj 

to honour for the ſake of the Office, and banjGe 
name of an Apoſtle. 


But to teſtrfie the Goſpel of the grace of Goth 
to declare the truth of it, the neceſſity of i 
the priviledges, and the honour, the gre$z 
love of God, revealed by the Son of his low 
to ſinners, and the-great and manifold benefif 
given them in Chriſt, the hope of glory @ha 
before them, and the juſt and reaſonable mea} 
and conditions of obtaining it. Thus Cid |} 
as immediately ſent, and thus muſt we as ſe 
by Chriſts appointed Order in his Lay, telihn 
fie the Goſpel of the grace of God. nd 


| Ot] 

Fifthly, Concerning Pauls finiſhing Mit 
Courſe with joy, we muit confider. 1, Whihe' 
joy it is that is here meant? 2. How mulff i 
of this joy each faithful Miniſter may expeQave 
3. And whence and on what account he fi 
Expect 1t ? egt 
yyor 

Firſt, The Foy here meant which Paxl or 
pected is, 1. Thc joy which the nature of ner 
work affordeih- Divine certain, great qfor | 
holy truth is plealant to him that underſtadſs ni 
eth it, bclicyeth it, and is «xe1ciled_ in ſhe 
leriq- 


OW! 

is4erious meditation of it. . It is ſweet to-read, 
meynd. think and ſpeak of the eſſential love of 
anGod 5 and of his unſpeakable grace in Chriſt, 
. bf his free reconciliation, juſtification, adop- 
ſion, and Salvation of thoſe that were his 

memies : of the wonder ful myſteries, and me- 
ot ighods of Gods love in our Redemption and 
preÞalvation, of the Fleavenly glory which we 
 lowind all the ele& of God ſhall enjoy for ever. 
nefifiWhat ſweeter food or buſineſs for our minds, 
y han ſuch things as thele ? 


Secondly, The ſucceſs of our work is an 
dition to our joy. The ſucceſs of it on our 
ldwn Souls, while they increaſe in holineſs, 
nd are raiſed to the greater knowledg of 
(od, and greater love to him and Communion 
g ith him. And our ſucceſs on others while 
Wrighey are brought home to God and faved - 
muff it be pleaſant to a ſuccesful Phyſician to 
cpeGave mens lives, it muſt be more ſo to a ſuc- 
e mifesful. Miniſter of Chriſt, to further mens 
egeneration, and to ſave mens Souls. To add 
nore to the number of them that love the 
el ord Jeſus, that are his members, that are 
ot Enemies to fin, examplesf holinefs, that pray 
at afor the World, and that ſhall live in glory 
rſtaqs not this a joyful work? There is joy amo 
in ftie Angels in Heaven for every ſinner thas 
{eriq- repen- 


. and | have no Hong joy. 1 The. 2. I9. Te 


C 12 7 
xepenteth, Luk. 15. 10, Chriſt rejoiceth in it, 
and all good men that know it rejoyce in it; 
and {hall not the Miniſter of it then rejoyce? 
3 Foh.2 3. I rejoyced greatly, faith St. John, 


are our joy ana Crown of rejoycing. 
Thirdly, The honour of Chriſt, and the 
pleaſing of God in our'labours, and the fit: 
ceſs,ts the top of all our joy. 2 (or.5.9. Heb. 
12.28, Eph.5.10, Heb.13.21.& 11. 5. Fot 


to pleaſe God, and to be perfe&aly pleaſed in| - 


him, is our 'Heavenly felicity it ſelf. 


EEE 


Fourthly, It is our joy to foreſce the bleſſed 


end, 'the everlaſting glorious reward\, To live 
in the belief and hope of this, and to taſte 
the love of God in Chriſt, which is the firſt 
fruits All this is the joy in which we may 
hope to finiſh our courſe. ' Ea 


Il. How much of this joy may we here ex- 
pet?. I EY : 


Anſw. 1. So much as ſhall ſatisfie us that 


in our dedication of wur ſelves to God, we 


made a wiſe and happy choice, which we need] 


not to repent of; Though we might eaſily 
have choſen a way more likely for wealth and 
pleaſure 


ex” 


againſt us ;, , nor have. brought on our ſelves 


'| ſo much envy and malice, fo much ſlanders 


and reproaches, to name.no worſe , yet ex- 
perience tells us, that God taught us tg chuſe 
the moſt pleaſant life, 'as our deceaſed Brother 
and I have truly oft told one another, that we 
have found it. Even when we are ſorrowful, 
we are always rejoycing, 2 Cor. 6. ito. When 
we are falſly reported of, our yejoycing 15.this 
the Teſtimony of our (,onſcrences, 4 in. ſmpli- 
city and godly ſincerity, and not in fleſhly wiſdom, 
we have had our Converſation in the World, 
| 2 Cor. 1- 12. Paul and S:las could fing with 
their backs fore with ſ{courging, and their feet 
faſt in the ſtocks, eA#. 16. And the Apoſtles 


rejoyced that they were accounted worthy to . 


ſuffer reproach and .abule for, Chriſt, eXF#, 
5. 41. Never yet did difficulty, or ſpffering 
much tempt me, to repent that I had not 
choſen another calling; much leſs to repent 
of the Chriſtian. choice; For ſaith Peter, 
Joh. 6. Whither ſhall we go, Lord thou haſt the 
words of eternal life. : Diu 


Secondly, We may expe much 10Yor as 
' ſhall make the duties of Chriſtianity and: Mi- 
ry eafie and delightful:to us,” Pal; 1.4- 
and 


nif 


by C13 ] 7 
.. | pleaſure. tothe fleſh, and in which, we ſhould 
| not have kindled the indignation of ſo-many 


C14 ] 
and make vs ſay, that, 4 day in his courts ts.| pif 
better than a thouſand, and to be a door-keeper hall 
in” his houſe, than to dwell in the tents or palaces hyer 
of wickedneſs. And that it is good for us to as 
draw near to God : And if any time our diſ- 
eaſed appetites ſhall loſe rheir pleaſure, we are;| Six 
= ſure that we have choſen the only wholes hill } 
ome and delicious food ; and God hath Phy- fine 
fick that can recover our appetites. _ 7 
' #db 
Thirdly, We may expe fo much joy as|?ee. 
ſhall keep us from thirſting again for the world, 
. or longing for the forbidden pleaſures of finz| Sex 
and as ſhall make even the houſe of mourninghnyi 
and godly forrow, pleaſanter to us thanjetat 
mirth and feaſting is to the imgody » andh the 
never deſire to partake of their delights. tic 


Fourthly, We may expe& ſo much joy as| JI 
ſhall make all our ſufferings very tollerablegeped 
eſpecially thoſe that are for truth and righte-| 
ouſnels, Afar. 5. 10, 11, 12. Believers took] An 
joyfully the ſpoiling of their goods, and acid 1 
cepted not offered deliverence, Heb. 11. Af th 
ſeeing him that is inviſible, and expeRing a[/ Fx 
better and more enduring ſabſtance. Andjnd' 
that which is not joyous, but grievous at thqur: 
reſent, will bring forth the quiet ftuit olfurh 
hteouſneſs, Heb. 12. | ' or 

Fifthly,| © 


«8 6 1 26 

s.| Fifthly, We may expe& ſo much joy, as 
hall encourage us to hold out to the end, and 
's fer to forſake Chritt and a holy life, as weary 
0 fas hoping for a better. 


re | Sixthly, We may expe fo much joy, as 
all be ome foretaſt of the heavenly joy, and 
y- (imerreward here of all our labours. ea ſome 
be filled with joy,- and peace in believing, 
| $d have unſpeakable glorious joy. Rom. 15.13. 
as\ Pee. 1. 7,8. 


, 5 
nz | Seventhly, We may expect ſo rhuch as ſhall 
Ngpnvince tifc ungodly,that we live a more com- 
algrtable life than they : Paul and S:las ſinging 


nd} the ſtocks, its like, had ſome part in the con- 


Ton of the J.ylor, 


as] Il. Whence and' on what accounts may we 

legepelt this Foy ? 

CEF/++5: i++ 

ok] Anſw. This may be gathered from what is 

acaiq before. 1. From the love and acceptance 
Af the Father. 2. From the grace of the Son. 

3 a: From-the Communion of the holy Spirit. 

nand' therefore, xz. From the goodneſs of 

theur'work before mentioned, 2, From the 
Moth of the promiſes of God.- 3. From the 
 pommunuon of Saints. 4. From the continued 
OY pro- 


[16] 
proteRion; and other mercies of God. -y; And | 
from the certain hopes of glory. All whick to 


? , 


I muſt now but thus only name. =; 


There is. another kind of joy, which toq te 
many ſeek in this ſacred Office, thereby car 
rupting and prophaning it: And the beff 
things corrupted become the worſt, and.ſudf C! 
men moſt pernicious to mankind, and -thelþ pl 
rotten pillars the greateſt betrayers and.end cij 


mies to the Church; I mean ſuch as. Gregor m: 
Nazianzene ſadly defcribeth in his time, eve] re 
at the firſt general Council at:(onſtantizoph 
And ſuch as 1/idere Peluſiota in his Epiſtles t 
Zoſimus , and ſome ſuch others freely rep ſec 


hendeth ; And ſuch as Gzldas deſcribeth;if an 
this land; And ſuch as Salviay rebuketh ;. Af fit 
ſuch as the Canons of abundance of Counci} ha' 
tell us {warmed heretofore. :7 iff ala 
_ | | \ 2 7501 Tho Oh 
Firſt, Had there not been Prelates - 
Pricſts, that had placed their. joy in-dominjo to 
over their brethren, and getting into, exaltg th: 
thrones, in being rich and. idle, and bawgg i ten 
even'by Princes, and na5 arid Kings,-,204 the 
Kingdoms by , curſin them . from. Chrif 
_—_ themſelves as w Soul, and Prin 
as the body, themſelves as the Sun, and;Pri 
as the Moon nd Stars, a pling, C 7H, 7 
t | ; " C1av0i 


Atl 
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claves) and (the diſciple is not above his maſter ) 
to the maſtering of Kings and States as their 
ſheep and diſciples; a great part of the Church 
Hiſtory had been unwritten, or otherwiſe writ- 
ten than It 1s. 


Secondly, Yea far be it from any Miniſter of 


ad} Chriſt, to expect their joy from fiumane ap- 
olauſe; and the mulricude of followers or dif- _ 
id ciples; to be accounted a Learned, or a holy 


man, .an excellent Preacher, and fo to have the 
reſpe& and love of many. 


A good name and love are jiot to be deſpi- 


pn} ſed, when they follow fidelity as its ſhadow ; 
|| 5nd as they ſignifie the good of thote that pro- 

Wl fit by the word. The Galatians would once 
have even pulled out their eyes for Paul :, But. 
alas, what is the thought and breath gf man, 


that is haſting to the duſt, and to the impar- 


tial Judge ! How ſmall a mattet ſhould'it be 
tous'to be judged of many, that are fo.near ; 
| the final Judgment ! And whart a terrible ſen- 
y- tence is it to the hypocrites, ar. 11.6. Yerily 
they have their reward: O poor and miſerable | 
reward ! And yet what age hath not ſeeri that © 
_ vetified, eA&. 20, z0. Of your own ſelves | 


(| ſhall men ariſe, that ſhall ſpeak perwerſe things” 


ol fo draw away diſciples after them; And Roms. 
E 


16.17. 
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16. 17. Such till have been as kave cauſed di- 
viſions and offences, contrary to Apoſtalical þ 
Doarine, not ſerving the Lord Jeſus, but 
their own bellies (being ever fleſhly,worldly 
men) and by good words and fair ſpeeches {x 
deceive the hearts of the ſimple. And men that 
have bad the form of Godlineſs (or the life- | 
leſs Image) but deny the power of it by wick- 
ed lives, are thoſe from whom we muſt tura, 
away. 


Thirdly, Yea and far be it from any faith- 
ful Miniſter, or Chriſtian, to take up his Foy |; 
' from a concetit, that he hath commutativel 
merited of God, by the excellency of his faith 
or labours. Alas! who is ſufficient for theſe jj » 
things ? And what have we that we have not 
r&Eeived? Or who hath given to God that |, 
it may be repaid him? or ak faithful Miniſter . 
of Chriſt, did ever come out of the Pulpity..|y, 
or from his private duty, without grief and: 
ſhame that his faith and love, his skill and zeal, 
have been ſo vaſtly unſuitable to ſuch great and [yh; 
excellent things that he was about ? And yet 
the Conſcience of ſimplicity and godly ſin- | « 
ccrity, and Gods forgiveneſs, affiſtance and. |; 
acceptance, may ſet our Foy above that ſhame. |thy 
and grief, : [per 


Fourthly; 
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Fourthly, And now it is caſte to ſee the 
eaſon” why Paxl accounted not his life dear, 
or was moved by the foreſight of any ſuf- 
f:rings, ſo he might bur finiſh his courſe with 
Ifoy. | 


| For firſt, he well knew that the end would 
[pay for all, and no man ſnall ever loſe by God; 
fnor ſhall the moſt abundant labour be in vain, 
[1 Cor. 15.48. Is there any Repentance in 
{Heaven for their Iabours or ſuſferings for 
Chriſt on Earth? Do they think that God 
sin their debt? Fazth ever reck:neth that the 
nfferings of this preſent time are not worthy to 
be compared with the glory which ſhall be revealed 
In xs, Rom. 3.18. For which cauſe we faint not ;; 
but though our outward man periſh, yet the in- 
ward man tis renewed day by day : For our light 
leffls&tion which is but for a moment,worketh for 
lu 4 far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
Iglory + while we look n0t at the things which are 
en which are temporal, but at the unſeen things 
d [which are eternal, 2. Cor. 4. 16, 17,18. 


n- | Secondly, And Pazl well knew that he and 

[41 rhe World were in the hands of God, and 

EC. [that he ſerved ſuch a Maſter as could eafltly 

\|perferve him as far as he ſaw meet, from all 

\|his enemies and "6-4 And that ſufferings 
2 


7 choſen 


LO 3: 
choſen for us by God, are hetter thin if y 
had the Kingdoms of the World by the gil tha 
of Satan, Mat.4. Balaaks words to Balaanſv! 
metninks were words oi Honour and TJoypan 
(tie Lord bath kept thee from Honour.) þefs 
who wouid.not be ainbicious of being fo keptWe 
from Honour ? The Py and ſhame thaſflo: 
is by, and for God, is b:tter than the Preferftin 
ment and Honour of men : and the reproacſPo 
of Chriſt is greater Riches, than the treaſard kill 
of Fgypr. andif God ſee it beſt, he — nal 
how to-ſave the Righteous from trouble ; bf 
if not, to give them tuficring: irevorh 2 anſthe 
Joy. lick 
- nd 
And it is a wonder of providence how Gaþet 
preferveth their names and honour, that deply 
{piſe Honour and life for him : {o that evero 
they that killed the preſent Prophets and juſfo” 
men, yer build the Sepulchres of thoſe tha eft 
vere killed by their Fathers, and ſay, if were 
had lived in the days of our Fathers we woull. 
not have been partakers with them in the blood * 
of the Prof hets, Mat-23.27,28. The wondepoot 
of that Foreigner in 7.8%. days, Deus bow 1 
quomodo hic vivunt gentes, that ſaw men kill\$xp 
for being Proteſtants, and for being PaprſtsPn* 
was not fo contradiQory a ſubje& as thqt25 
D__ ulage of the Saints, a ge ings 6 
ancq 


E22] 


if witance of mans madneſs and Satans methods, 
e gifthat at the ſame time can raci, and burn, and 
laanſmurder Saints, -and yet Hcnour the relicks, 


Toypames and memories of the dead that were 
) (Qefore them. That while they zcalouſly caſt 
 kephway mens lives and treaſure, to recover the 
thalHoly Land where Saints had lived, at the fame 
referftime murdered thoſe by thouſands that did 
oacjnoſt nearly imitate them : and to this day 
ſardkill the living Saints under the name of Schiſ- 
wetfnaticks or Heriticks (for not obeying the King 
, any pf Rome before God) and keep holy Cays for 
- andthe dead, and reverence their ſhrines and re- 


-bndergo from his neighbour Biſhops, as ſuſ- 


Goſeted of Priſcilleaniſme, and as an unlearned” 


defHypocrite, that was for liberty for Hereticks : 

eveiſo that he ſeparated from their Syrnods and 
| juſCormmunion? Arid yet what a _narne hath he 
ri eft behind him even in that Church, whoſe 
arrelates thus ciſpiled him ? 

&- 
loo Thirdly, Moreover Paul had now tryed 
ndepooth the ways, of beins againt Chri", and 


bombeins for him : and was 1o iully convinc 4 by 


ilPfexperience and revelation of the eyil of the 
ſtepne, and tne poodnels of th- 0 0:hr, thit he 
thehad orcat reaſon to be retolvec _ unnouved, 
3 i095 knowing Mat no 111! Ecring ca in mate the {er- 
ancq E 2} vants 


licks : What contempt did poor St, Aartin 


————— ene 
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vants of Chriſt as miſerable as his Enemies j m 


nor ny preferment or proſperity 'make any| 
one of the worldlings as happy as the pooref{| St 


Saint. Becauſe he had rather be Lazar than] la 


Dives hereafter, and had rather ſtand on the| H 
right hand of Chriſt than on theleft, therefore] 1 
he accordingly made his choice. For he well| pl 
knew how bad a bargain it would prove, to] ut 
win all the World and loſe his Soul ;, and to 
ay up a treaſure on Earth ſo, as alſo to treaſure| - 
up wrath againſt the day of wrath; and to 
prepare for ſuch an even-ſong, as Luk. 12, 
Txou fool, this nzoht ſhall they require thy Soul, 
and then whoſe are the things that thou be 
provided? | 


Alas ! what gain is it to ſave an eſtate a little 
while,that at death mult certainly be forfaken? 
To fave a life this year, this month, this day, 
that may be gone on ſadder terms the next, 
and ccrtainly wiil ere long be gone? Is no 
the Biſhop of Wexcheſter and Londop, Gardine 
and Boner now dead, as well as the Martyr 
whom they burnt ? Is not «Alexander the 
third, and [zrocent the third and fourth, an 
{uch other perſecuting Popes now dead, as well 
as all the godly Chriſtians whom they mur- 
dered? Alas }: what a nothing is time ! and 
how little difference between to day and to 


Mmor:-! 
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an 
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morrew. this year and next! That which hath 
been, that which is, and that which will be ! 
Shall a man part with his God, and his ever- 
laſting hopes, that he may be able to ſay in 


e| Hell, I was once a Lord, a man of Honour; 


«| I had 


once full proviſion for the fleſh, I had 
pleature in the way to the torment which 1 
undergo ? 


T' the expounding of theſe words of St. Pax, 
g. | have but given you the Image, or rather 
the Spirir of Mr. Srubbs. Funeral-praiſes by 
flatterers brought into diſgrace, will be here 
blamed by no wiſe man that knew the perſon, 


«| nd more than in Nazianzerne for his Orations 


for Cyprian, Baſil, and others; Unleſs it be for 
the defeR, which is unavoidable. 


tyr 


the 


Firſt, This faithful fervant of Chriſt hath run 
his race 3 what that was and how he performed 
it, the County of Gloceſter knoweth, and the 
City of Wells in Somerſet ſhire knoweth, and 
this City, and this Congregation partly know. 
And I will ſpeak but little of him, but what 


| I know my ſelf, and have by unqueſtionable 


teſtimony. His birth, parentage, and youthful 
life I am nog acquainted with, He was a 
SE Miniſter 
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Miniſter of Chriſt about fifty years, dying. at 


the age of ſeventy three. His ſtudies, and parts, 
and labours lay not in the Critical or Contro- | 
verſal way : And as he was io happy as not to. 
waſte his time 1n contentious ſtudies; ſo he was 


ſo humble and honeſt, as not to trouble his: 
Auditory with ſuch matters, nor to pretend 


to have ſtudied what he had notznor, like _ i 


proud iznorants, to boaſt or contend mo 

where they know leaſt. His Soul was taken 
up with the great things of Religion. His 
Preaching was moſt on the Baptilmal Coves 
nant, on the Articles of the Creed, the Lords 
Prayer and Dezcalogue., and ſuch neceſſary 


things which eſſentially conſtitute a Chriſtian. 
I never heard him meddle with controverſies | 
in pub!ick, or in his private talks; but all,how, 
to know Gad in Chrift, and how to ſeek and, 
ſexve him, and how to reſt temptations and. 


fin,. and whar a life we ſhall live with Chrift 
tor ever: An how to live in love, righteouſ- 
neſs, peace and profitableneſs to one another ; 
eſpecially how to ſerve God intirely, and in 
what ſtate. we ſhall live with him for ever. 
He was the freeſt of moſt that ever I knew, i 
trom that deceit of the Serpent mentioned 
2 (or-11.3- who corrupteth men by drawing 
them from tne ſimplicity which is in Chriſt. 
Hi, breath, his life, his Preaching, | his Erayery 
Is 


1s CE 


1 
s, foplicity and ſincerity. Not as the world 
falleth ſemplicity, folly 5, But as it is contrary 


[25 ] 


s conference, his converſation, was Chriſtian 


p hypocriſie, to a counterfeit zeal, to meer 


AMeRation, to a divided heart. He knew not 
-$ow to difſemble, nor wear a Mask 5 his face, 


is mouth, his whole converſation, laid bare 
is heart. While he paſſed by all quarrels, and 
ontroverſies, few quarrelled with him; and he 
ad the happineſs to take up head, heart and 
ime, with only great, fure, and neceſſary 


At 


I. Of all men that ever I knew, he ſeemed 


ſb me one of the moſt humble. His Preaching, 


lis difcourſe, his garb, and all his behaviour, 


Ppake pure humility, and were far irom pride 
Fever did I hear from him a word of oftenta- 


tion, much leſs of envy at the precedence of 
athers; he came to Chriſt as a teachable 
Child, and Preached as a Learner, and I never 
heard that he trove 1 with any. Hehad learnt 
of Chriſt to be meek and lowly, and to make 
himſelf of no reputation, nor feck the Honour 


that i is of man. O how far was he from ftriv=- 


ng to be above his brethren, or troubling the 
Church, by a proud, 1 inperious, or turbulent 


Spirit ! 


II. He 
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Nl. He was exceeding peaceable in his prin- 


ciples, and in his pratice: never contending 
with opiniators, or thoſe that cry down this 


and that error of their brethren, to get the 


reputation of being free from errors. | He 
put not his finger into the fire of contention ; 
nor ever that I heard of made himfelf of a 
ſe& or faQtion, nor Preacht for this party 
againſt that, except for Chriſts party againk 
the Devils. Nor did I ever hear him in his 


private talk, back-bite any; nor exerciſe the 


t00 common liberty againſt others, in carping 
at their infirmities, or making himſelf their 
judg : Had the Church had no more unpeace- 
able Paſtors, we had not been in the fad con- 
dition that we are in, denying peace and cor 
cord obſtinately to the Servants of Chrift, 
and militating by forbidden arms againft one 
another. Long would it have been before he 
would have reviled, vexed, or hindered any 
true Miniſter of Chriſt, from Preaching his 
Goſpel, or living in peace. 


IV. He was an Honourer of his ſuperiours, 
and obedient to Authority, as far as woul 
and with his obedience to God. I never heard 


ch 


that publikely or privately he ſpake a diſloyal| hc 
or irreverent word of the Ring, or others tl w; 


Authority, After he had here Preached 
| while 


fo 


urs, 
oul 
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while in London, he had a preferment toa Pariſh- 


Church in Glecefterfhire, of eight pound 
per annum maintenance, and it had many and 


many years had no Minifter; and by the honeſt 


connivence or forbearance of the Reverend 


3| Biſhop of Gloceſter, he there Preached for 


ſome years paſt in peace ; of which I am paft 
doubt that Biſhop hath no cauſe to repent, 
He ufed part of the Liturgy, not ſticking at 
the cenſure of them that called this as their 
judgments led them. His judgment, his work, 
his age and experience, {et him above all faQious 
inducements, and taught. him to pleaſe God, 


-| whoever were diſpleated : And when at laſt 


he was driven away, I never heard him ſpeak 
of it with any bitterneſs. He is now where 
Gods praiſes are celebrated , and whence no 
holy Soul ſhall ever be caſt out. | 


V. His labour was ſuch as be feemed one 
abſolutely devoted to God : His Preaching 
was very plain and familiar, fitted rather to 
Country-auditors, than to curious ears; and he 
choſe accordingly; but it was wholly for 
faith, love and holineſs. He was much in Cate- 
chifing, and very moving in his familiar ex- 
hortations, ſetting his whole heart upon the 
winning and edifying of Souls, and longing 
for the ſucceſs, as much as coyetous A 

(9 
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da for rich returns. He kept a private weekly 


meeting for the young people, to deal with. 


them as a Catechizer, by way of familiar 
queſtions > which was much of his labour 


| where ever he came : And he much rejoyced- 


in the young peoples willingneſs and his ſuc- 
ceſs. The greateſt Benefice cannot pleaſe one 
that worketh for the fleece, ſo much as he was 
pleaſed that his unwearied labour profited his 


flock. How thankful was he to God, and the | 


Biſhops connivence for that ſhort liberty to 
work. And to their honour I muſt ſay, that 
he praiſed not only the friendly peaceableneſs 
of the Magiſtrates and Gentry of the County, 
tut alſo of his neighbour conformable Mini- 


ſters that lived by him in love, and envyed 


not his liberty. 


This holy man fo little cared for the hypo- 
cxites reward, that no reproach of men did 
move him; nor did he count his great labour 
or life dear to him, that he might fublerve him 
that came to ſeck and ſave the loſt, He took 
that for the joy{ul finiſhing of his courſe, from 
which Satan and many miſtaken men would 
have diſcouraged him : As it was one of the 


grcateſt aggravations of Chriſts ſufferings, 


[that he was crucified as a reputcd ſinner, even 


as a blaſphemer and an enemy to (ſar, and a 
| con- 
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' contemner of the Law; fo he knew that 21 


things muſt be accounted dung that we may 
be found in Chriſt, and conformed to him even 
in his ſufferings. And if a Seneca could ſay, 
that no man more ſheweth himſelf to be a 
good man, than he that will loſe the reputation 
of being a good man, leſt he ſhould loſe his 
poodnets it 1elf, and defile his conſcience; no 


wonder if this holy man accounted not his 
fame too dear to preſerve his Conſcience. And 


indeed his Friends and Phyſicians ſuppote that 


his labours haſtened his death. | 


He came from the Country to Londen, 
again to work, and after h13 journey,Preaching 
almoſt every day, and ſome days twice, even 


after he began to be ill, no wonder if the 
feaver and Dyſentery that followed, diſpatcht 
him. At firſt he fell down in the Pulpit 3 


but recovering, went on; and 19 again after, till 
he was diſzbled. Some will cenſure him for 
imprudence in ſuch labours; But they muſt 
conſider what it is to be above the inordinate 
love of life, and to long for the good of Souls. 
Andwithal, that which much emboldened him 


- was, that he was wont to go ſomewhat ill into 
'the Pulpit, and to come better out - But the 


heat of thejſeaſon,feventy and three years ofage, 
Save advantage to the meflenger whichGod did 
| ſend 


[. 30 ] 
ſend to end his Labours and all his Suffer. with 
ings. ls, 
| | with 
: Two things eſpecially I commend to imita- jive 
tion. 1. That he was more ininſtruing and pot! 
Catechizing Children by familiar Queſtions, nd 
than almoſt any man that I have known; which pf C 
ſhewed that he laboured not for applauſe. 2, 
He prayed as conſtantly as he Preached, and 
no.wonder then that his labours had much ſuc- Ry 
cels, He omitted not his duty to God in his / 
family, by the greatneſs of his publick labours. wi 
And a manof prayer is a man of power with þaſti 
God. | 


For my part I never ſaw him till his coming 
to live in London, I think not ſeven years ago, 
though [ long heard of his ſuccesful Preaching. 
But to ſhew you how great his Charity was, 
and what a loſs I have my ſelf, and how faulty 
I and others are in too much forgetting of our 
friends, I will tell you, that he hath oft told 
me that (as I remember, above twenty years) 
he never went to Godin prayer but he parti-\|he 
cularly remembred me. But his love hath not jke 
tempted me to fay a word of him, which I Kar 
verily believe not to be true. And I conclude yr: 
it with this profeſſion, That I ſcarce remember juay. 
the man that ever L knew, that ſerved pn 

wit 
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ELSE | 
zith more abſolute reſignation and devoted 
ſs, in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, and not 
with fleſhly wiſdom, and lived like the primi- 

jive Chriſtians, without any pride or worldly 
notives, or in whoſe caſe I had rather die. 
land therfore no wonder that he lived in peace 
'þf Conſcience, and dyed with Paxls words, 
have fought a good fight, 1 have finiſhed my 
jourſe : henceforth 3s laid up for me a Crown of 
Ughreouſneſs, which God the Righteous Fudg 
ball give : which both Paul and he might ſay 
without any injury to Chriſt, or grace, or free 
iſtification. Thus did he finiſh his courſe in 
minent fidelity, and conſtant peace of Con- 
iencezand what was wanting in fuller Joy, 
now made up. 
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USE 1. 


A ND whatuſe ſhould we make of all, bur 
A. to imitate fuch examples, and not to be 
nov ed by any tryals, nor count our lives dear 


- kat we may finiſh our courſe with joy, and 


wwe Miniſtry which we have received of the 
ard Jeſus Chriſt, to teftifie the Goſpel of the 
pace of God? Run the ſame race, and 'you 
Pay have'the lame joy and. bleſſed end. Would 
Fav have more-particular counſel how to finiſh 
your 


La 7. 


your courſe with joy? 1 ſhall briefly give yoi h 


lome: The Lord cauſe you and me to fol [te 
low it. | - 


I. He that never began well, cannot finillf'©* 
well : ſearch the Scriptures, and adviſe wif” 
the wile ; prove all things, and hold faſt tha K 
which is good. Take heed that you take no" 
evil for good, and good for evil : ſet out i be 
the way of truth. If you are out of the waz 
the faſter and the further you go, the morg; 
you have to repent of, and lament. Be hone? 
and faithful in ſeeking truth, and God wif; 
not forſake you. But go not with Balaan th: 
coveteous heart, and pre-engaged purpoſe. (}*"* 
fear a fate heart, and falle Teachers, eſpecially”! 
men tht plainly proſecute a worldly intereſſ®? 
and deſign. the 
| tha 

II. If God, Chriſt, grace and glory be n0 and 
enough for you, and ſcem not a ſufficient porſ/® 
tion unleſs you have alfo proſperity to the fleſhÞ*** 
undertake not the Miniſtry, nor profeſs Chif®* 
ſtianity : For without {ſelf-denyal, contempſ*2 
of the World, taking up the Croſs, and forff** 
{aking all, you have but the deluſory name ar 
image of Chriſtianity. Abſolutely devoft 
your ſelves to God, and hope not for greaſe 


matters in the world :: except nothing: fron &t 


him{t C 


« [33 ] 
yoi him, ſuſpe& and fear the hypocrites reſerves; 
fql].{erve Chriſt and truſt him : truſt Him with 
eſtate, and liberty, and lye, and Soul and all: 
ſtudy your duty for your part, and caſt your 
-niſ CATE ON him for his part. Take no thought 
what ye ſhall eat or drink, but ſeek firſt Gods 
{Kingdom and the righteouſneſs theteof. You 
\ will never finiſh your courſe with joy; if you 
't be not abſolutely devoted to God. 


oo . III. Preach to your ſelves firſt, before you 
one reach to the people, and with greater Zzal. 
tO Lord fave thy Church from worldly Paſtors, 
aandihat ſtudy 2nd learn the art of Chriſtianity, 
- (4nd Miniftry ; but never had the Chriſtian 
ry Divine. nature, nor the vital principle which 
"muſt difference them and their ſervices from 
the dead: Do you love other mens Souls more 
than your own ?. will a dead nurſe give warm 
- nal#0d vital-milk? Nothing doth more to make 
p NdJou good Preachers, than that which doth 
q«(foſt to make you good Chriitians : I thank 
-olaie Lord for the Method of his grace and 
-movidence, that caſt me divers years into the 
1 foffſare of my own Soul, before I purpoſed to 
> ar${cach to others , and made me read over the | 
vot@oſt of all our honeſt Engliſh practical Dt- 
Srea ines, to make me a Chriſtian indeed, before 
Tron my (elf to the artificial part, I repent 


hint of this unuſual method, 


+ IV. Let your joyful part of Religion he V 
moſt of your M-ditations : The infinite good-ſen 
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nels of God,who is Love z, the wonder of marigItir 
Redemption; the treenets and fulnets of thor! 
pronite; and the certainty and glory of otiffan 
tuture ſtate: thelc are the chief part of ouſul: 


Religion, and of chieieſt ute : which mufſhd 


refolve us, fix us, quicken us, and help us taputh 
live in thankfulnels and joy. W173 
| | þd t 
V. Above all, labour ro ftrengthen faitisd 
in Chrift, his word, and the life ro come, an{or' 
to live in the conſtant exerciſe thereof. Faitlhd h 
is it that ſheweth us the matter and reaſon. 
our auty and our Joy: And if believing Magnfo 
ditation have roo long intermifſions, our jofour 
will aifo intermit. Ana if aflition, or wealff. 
nels make our pretent ſtate to be grievous to u His 
and keep-us from much prefent joy, yet failf@pr 
and hope can ice that which is to come. Mad hi 
of Gods faithful ſervants labour in peace'Fin 
Conſcience and in hope, who through inflÞ#vs 
mities of the fleſh have no great joys: and YÞ.. « 
may be well {aid to finiſh their cotirfe with jo -fa 
becaule everlaſting joy is the end, which at ti Hit 
finiſhing of it they obtain. pre. 
$eW4 
VWign; 
Þ L 


: | #Z , 205 1 
VL. Stick not at labour or ſuffering : Hears 
en not to the repining and feducing fleſh. 
ui{hink nothing too much or too dear; your 
-tehork 1s good, and much better wages in it ſelf, 


he 
fa 


than fleſhly pleaſure. Labour for. God and. 
>ufouls, and keep out ſelfiihneſs and carnal ends, 
wfthd God will ſecure your reward. Labour 
; thjithfully, and truſt God confidently ; fulfil his 
mnanaing will, whoever countermand vou : 
d then reſt in his accepting, diſpoſing and re- 
aith«rding will, whatever befal 'you in the 
anfforld. His will is the only infallibte tule 3/ 
aithd his: will is the only ſecure and felicitating 
nt. They that conſcionably do his will, may. 
Manfortably fay, The will of the Lord be done ; 
- Four brother in his'ficknets often did. 
ea _ - Sen no ng of 
0 tHlis will made vs, - his will hath maintained 
jd preſerved us, and multiplied mercies to us, 
Az” bis-will we live, and by his will we die, 
:e Win his will we hope to Yeſt.for ever. Mr. 
infÞvs is gone before 5 This Will hath guided 
a@; and this Will hath received him..: In 
1 50 fame good hand, I am clofely follow- 
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Eternal. Let it be, our care ſo to finiſh ou, 
courſe with joy, that we may hear, Well dou Y 
good and faithful ſervant, enter thou into. t("*< 
joy of thy Lord. Bleſſed is that ſervant whaq®* 
his Lord-when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing e 


Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly, eA mer. 'F 


JEN 


USE 2. | Þ 


elt 
t_ 
Ve 


Ut methinks I ſhould not let you, tip, 
have been the hearers of Mr. Srubl 

and ſuch as he, ge without ſome.notice, wi 
it is that this Text, and this providence of Gf 
do call you ſpecially 'to conlider. Whic 
1. Whether you have furthered the Joy " 

| your Teachers courſe. 2. Whether you t&, 
care that your own courſe may be finiſh 
with joy, and why it muſt be done, & 
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again. in avother manner than now you do 
£0 bi 


how. | yo 

: | ate, 

I. Do not think that you are not mK, 

[i concerned in the matter, whether your W; c- 

j chers live and die in joy ; Neither ſay wi. 

[ they are dead, it is too late to mind that wi. 
| is paſt and gone. As much as it is paſt, yg, 

{ ' account is not paſt. You may hear of| . 
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bs | You are concerned in it, 1. For your own 
oþ tereſt. 2. For their Relation to you, and 
'kbours for you, in gratitude 'and humanity, 
Yinl} AS you are obliged to the Church of Chriſt, 

And regard its intereſt. And 4+ as you are 


DO þ R 
fnen, and lovers of mankind, 


I. What is their Miniſtry but the ſeeking 
f your Salvation? And what is their Joy, 
ut their ſucceſs, (next Gods acceptance of 
Fhteir labours) And if they miſs of this, is it 
Jot- you that will be the greateſt ſufferers 2? 
#F you fall out with your Phyſician, or caſt 
Vivay, or caſt up the only Phyfick that can cure 

FÞu, is ft death more to you, than the loſs 
cf his labour and Phyſick to him ? Shall the 
Phy fician mourn over his dying patient, and 
1 all the patient think it nothing to him? If 
Fe Child proſper not, or die, the Nurſes for- 
> Pow is a {maller matter than the Childs death. 
Þþ your-unconverted, unpardoned, miſerable 
Fite, and your danger of Damnation, more 
$.us than to you? Will your Hell beno more 
Hinful than our compaſſion ? And when your 
Form never dyeth, and your fire will be un- 
\- tenchable, our compaſſion will ceaſe, and we 
"_ all grieve for you no More. 


do 


Y 


F3 -- The 
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The God that forbad Samuel to mourn ani ta 
more for Saul, will cauſe us to approve of hi} 
Righteous judgment » and to rejoice in the” 

lorifying of his Juſtice on you. Abrahaj,, "ri 
Ll but upbraid Dives with his former fin ey 
pleaſures. Your ' Teachers, yea your owt, 
Parents will not mourn in Heaven for all th _w 


torments that you undergo in Hell, not co 


fent to eaſe you by a drop of water. Lu Les 
16, iſ 
miſc 
O what a pitiful ſight it 1s now to fee. IJ 


Teacher or Parent mourning over the miſc 1 
of iznorant,: careleſs, wilful ſinners, and thi 
themſclves rejoycing and deſpiſing compaſſion,” 
and laughing at the brink of Hell? I hea 
of a paſſionate Wife'that cut her own thro: 
to anger her Husband. And they tell u 
that the Circumcellian Donatifts ( that ſep, 
rated from other Chriſtians, in a Prelatical ze fo 
for their own Biſhop) did murder themſclyg 2 
to bring the odizr; on their adverſaries b 
HIER T2 | ; 


( 
her 


Th 
nto 


But that poor finners ſhould merrily run ta 


wards Hell, to anger their Teachers, yea th& By 
multitudes ſhould do thus, what an inſtand Le: 
15 it of the madneſs of _rOpren tninds ? On ith 


i; - Tart 


293 


3 Oaiths I will never hear him more: and another - 


""Waith, ſhall 1 be Catechized like a Boy? and 
another ſaith, Theſe Preachers would make us 
ba \mad, if we ſhould believe and lay to heart what 
nf Fey ſay - and another faith, Cannot one drink, 

land be merry, and pleaſe his foſb, but he muſt be 
th damned for it * Are none ſaved but Puritans 
ind Preciſians? And who is it «hat will have 


00 


LO emn us for-your ins? If you will needs be 


miſerable for ever, our deſires and endeavours 
to have ſaved you, ſhall not be loſt at all ro us, 
0 how dear will impenitent finners-pay' for 


ee 
{er 
th 

nonl 


ca 


o conſtrain from their compalltonate Tea- 
hers ? 


] That God who is Love it {elf,and putteth love 


a iren, hath alſo pur a tender love to Souls, and 
_ 


ul . Miniſter of Chriſt. Which maketh all 
their ſtudy, and labour, and ſufferings, eaſte to: 
hem, or tolcrable at leaſt; for the Conglers 
Fable hope which they have of mens Salvation» 
(0 may we but ferve the Saviour of the World; 


nd the gathering of his choſen flock, and in 
ay ringing Ginners from darkneſs to light, and 


rom the power of Satan unto God, in making 


th E 4 recon- 


the worſt of this at laſt? God will not con- 


all the tears and groans which now they. 


Into Parents for the education of their Chil- 


ſpecially to their own flocks, into every fairh- 


TIE is nit Le EI 2. een - 
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reconciled and adopted fons, of thoſe that: 
were the enemies of God and holineſs, what ' 
a joy would it be to every true Miniſter of 
Chriſt? Did a damned wretch cry, Send 
Lazarus to warn my brethren, that they come 
not to this place of torments ? = 


And ſhall ngt we rejoyce if we cannot only | 


keep ſinners from thoſe flames, but alſo help: 
them to live in joy with Chrift and holy Spirits 
for ever. May we ſce Souls in Heaven for 
ever praiſing God, and know that this is the 


fruit of our labours and Gods grace. Yea may | 


we here ſee holy perſons living to God, and 
calling upon*his name, and rejoycing in hope, 


and ferving, and honouring him in a wicked 
World, and fay, theſe are they that God hath 
m co Chriſt by our Embaſſage 3 How much 
Iweeter will this be to ns, than fleſhly plea- 
ſures? And will you not allow us the joy of 
your Salvation? If fo, judg your ſelves whe- 
ther the loſs of Chriſt, and Grace, ind Hea: 
ven, and Happineſs, and all hope, will be 3 
ſmaller loſs to you, than the loſs of ſuch 
comfort, in your hoped well-fare will be 
"Sept | re Eos Xl 


O all you that are yet unconverted, fleſhily, 
worldly perſons, ſtrangers to a holy _—_ 
os " life] 


he 
an 
ye 
te 
(+ 
al 
th 
to 


ni 


\ 
i 


4 = 
at [liie, under the Miniſtry of ſuch holy men as 
at ||] atn ſpeaking of, think in time I beſeech you 
of 'Jof thele two particulars. 


ne | Firſt, What a loſs is it to loſe the bleſſing 
yand truit of a holy Miniſtry 2 God giveth 

| not ſuch to all the World. Many Kingdoms 
[of Heathens and Infidels have no ſuch helps. 
Ip ] Nay moſt of the Chriſtian World have too 
ts | little ſuch : All ears are not ſo happy as to 
or | hear the joytul tidings, the ſound inftruQions, 
he ] the clote conviRtions. the earneſt exhortations 
ay | which you have heard 3 and theſe not mixt 
with the poyſon of Herefies. And will you 

e, | loſe, will you wilfully loſe all this? What! 
ed have the beſt of Phyſicians, and be yet un- 
th] healed ? Have the beſt of Teachers, that long, 


ch] andlahour, and pray for your Salvation, and | 


a-J yet by ignorant unbelievers, or baſe negle&- 
off ters of this great Salvatio| 2 Will you as 
ef (apernaum, be lift up to Heaven in mercies, 
ay ard caſt Cown to Hell by your contempt. O 
af that you knew in time how great a lols it is 
ch} to loſe one Counſel, one Sermon, much more 
beg all the life and [abours of one ſuch a Miniſter 
J of Chriſt, that prayed, and ſtudied, and la- 

boured for your Souls. Do you ever hope 

y,j to be faved, or not? If not, deſpair is a begin- 
ly ning of Hell, If yea, do you hope to be 
fel ſaved 


. 
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fayed without Preaching,or by it ?: If withont | 


it, what reaſon have you for ſuch hopes, when 
God hath made this his ordinary means? What 
ever hope they may have that can have no 
Preaching, you can have none that might have 


had it, and would not ;, or that had it, and de-. 


{piſed and diſobeyed it. But if it be by Preach- 
ing that you hope to be inſtruQed, converted 


and faved, what Preaching is it ? Do you look 


for better than ſuch as you have loſt ? Or is 
{ſmaller and weaker remedies like to cure you, 
that to the laſt deſpiſed greater ? 


. Secondly, And remember that all this will 
aggravate . your fin, and riſe up in judgment 
againſt you to your condemnation: Do you 
think all theſe Sermons, and Prayers, and tears, 
ſhall never more. be thought on? Yes! God 
that ſent his Miniſters, ſets not ſo light by 
their labours as you do. He knoweth, and thy 
Conſcience ſhall one day conſider what im- 


> Portunate exhortations thou didſt negle& : 


How on ſuch a day, on ſuch a Text,his Migiſter 


earneſtly pleaded with thy Soul, and thou: | 


badft nothing to ſay againſt the word, and yet 
thou wenteſt on and didſt not repent. O for 
your Souls ſake, put ns not to come in againſt 
you as witnefſes to your condemnation , in- 
oY I Rs PL ET Read 


ms $3 wit! MA % ac At od Bu? too tw fro. 


- 
on 


that is inhumane ingratitude to deny us ſuc 
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gcad of rejoicing -in your SanCtification and 
Salvation. -, ELD 


O put us not to ſhake off the duſt of our 


feet againſt you | Turn not all our love and | 


labours,to kindle a greater fre tor your miſery. 


Remember, that even the merciful Saviour off . 


Souls hath ſaid, that it ſhall he eafjer yet for 


Sodom and Gomerra'! in the day of judgment 


than ſor ſuch. Fire from Heaven declared the 
wrath of God againſt Sodow and Gomorrah - 


and will you yet have a more dreadiutl fire ? 


And what moveth you to all,this? Do they 
periwade youu to any thing difhoneſt, or to 
your hurt 2 Will you deſpite all our Counlel, 


and go to Hell rather than love God, and 


learn and do his holy will, and live in the 


. delightful hopes of Heaven, and in love, peace 


and good works towards one another ? This 


is all that we perſwade you to. And will it 
not torment your Conlciences for ever to re- / 


member, that this was all that yeu fled from 


God for, and that you avoided more than. fin 
' and Hell ? | 


Secondiy, I have told you that your own 
:ntereſt is more concerned in the ſucceſs of 
our Miniſtry, than ovr joy ; I next tell you, 
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a Joy as this, Our relation and labours for you 


' make it our due ;, ſhall Children.deny their 


Parents the comfort of their Love, when it is | 
only their well deing and happineſs that they 
deſire ? As Chrilt and Angels rejoice at a fin- 
ners converſton, ſo do true Miniſters in their 
degree. And is it not baſe ingratitude to deny 
Chriſt, Angels and Miniſtets this joy, by re- 
fuſing obſtinately to be ſaved ? | 


Thirdly, And why do you take on yor'to 


be Chriſtians, and no more regard- the in- 


| tereſt of the Church of Chriſt? Thoſe are the 


Churches enemies that will not give up them- 
ſelves to Chriſt, that would not have him to 
Reign over them, and ſubdue their fleſhly 
minds and luſts, Zak, 19.27. Rom. $.6, 7,13. 
That hinder the ſucceſs of the Miniſters of - 
Chriſt, that would build up his Church. And 
what is our building, but to bring home Souls ? 
Our Office is not of man but of Chriſt : He 
giveth us our Commiſſion, though man deliver 
itus. He commandeth you to receive and obey 
his word which we deliver you, and terribly 
threatneth thoſe that will not, Zeb. 1. 17. 
Feb. 13.20. Mat. og. 35,37. Luk. 9.18. &c. 
Is it not rebellion againſt him then to be re- 
faſers? Nay what do you but as much as in 
yaualyeth to deſtroy the Miniſterial Office, 


and 


"LESS 
' and fſo-deftroy the Church of God. For if 


we are but to ſtand here and talk to you a 
while, and not to win your Souls to God, 


"this is but an Image or Carkals of the Miniſtry, - 


as to the ſucceſs and end. As you mortifie 
all Gods Ordinances, and turn them -inio a 
lifeleſs image, ſo you do the Miniſtry to you 
and make it to*you, but as ſounding brafs or 
a tinkling cymbal : Is it worth your tythes, 
or are we worthy of your reverence, meerly 
to talk to you, and never to convert and ſave 
you f. 
- 


_ © the blindneſs of the minds of the ungodly. 


If the Seekers or other Hereticks do but cry 
down Miniſters, and Univerſities , you juſtly 
riſe up againſt them as enemies to Chriſtianity, 
and the Church; And yet you. your ſelves 
deſtroy their Miniſtry as to your ſelves, and 
-would have but the name, and garb, and image 
He that would have the tenth part of all mens 


revenues to be ſetled to maintain Phy ficians 
in the land, and yet would not have men be 


healed by them, is a fooliſhet and worſe ene- 


my to the Country, than he that would have 


' none at all. 


_ Fourthly, And as you are lovers of man- 
kind, you ſhould not deny us fo reaſonable a 
JOY s 


L465] 


- Joy, as your own Salvation ; eſpecially toſuch 


as for the hope of this, renounce the pleaſures 
and honours of the world. If you could do 


well enough without inftrucors, Chriſt would - 


not have appointed them, nor if there had 
been any better way for your Salvation. And 
for our parts, we could have found out work 
and callings that would better have ſerved 


us for worldly ends ; and we could live idle, 


and ſeck preferment, and flatter, and pleaſe 
you; and negle& your Souls in this calling that 
we are 1n. pr 


But then wo to us as well as you. O re- 
member who hath faid, Obey chem that have 


thi tale over you, - for they watch for your Souls, 


as they that muſt give account, that they may do 
it with joy, and not with prief, for that is unpro- 


- ww 


fitable for you, Heb.13.17, He isnot worthy. 


£0 be called a man, that will deny any joy. or 
#064 ro his neighbour, which doth no hurt to 
himfelf or othere? But conſider whether he 
be not herein worſe than a Devil, that will 


dy another the comfort of ſeeing him happy, 


and freely doing him the greateſt good ? 


. Do you not ſee now, how much you are. 


concerned, that you further our joyful finiſhing 


of our courſe? I beſeech you let Cohſcience. 


judg 
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jadg you, before God judg you : ſpeak as be- 
fore God 5 Have you been turned by them 
from darknefs to light, and from unbelief to 
| p lively Faith, and from a fleſhly; to a ſpiritual 
life; and from worldly love and hopes, to the 
love of God, and the hope of endlefs joys in 
| Heaven? Are you at a poitit with the flat- 
tering world, and fleſhly luſts? ahd have you 
heattily taken God and Heaven for your por- 
tion, and Chriſt for your Saviour, and the 
holy Spirit for your SanRifier and comforter; 
and the word of God fof* your Law and 
Charter 3 and the- ſervants of god for your 
pleaſanteſt company, and rhe ſervice and praiſes 
of God for your beſt and pleaſanteſt work, 
and ſin for your worſt and preateft enemy? 
If this be fo, bleſs God that" made the word 
| ſo effefual to you. But if .ir be not, you have 
-| wronged your Teachers in robbing them of the 
joy which was their due, This is it that we 
| ſtudyed, *prayed and Preached for : This is it 


| that will fatisfie any but an hireling. 


from unbelievers and wicked men 5 As if they 
Sa had 


| that we live and labour for- This was to have © 
| been the chief part of our reward from you. 
| It is not your Tythes and Mony without chis, 


| Many old Canons of the Church forba4 
| Miniſters to receive any offer ings or gifts, 


—— 


| had ſaid, keep your mony to your ſelyes, and 


* for ever. Can any one hear and believe this, 
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think not to, ſtop our mouths with gifts, 
Give up your ſelves ro Chriſt, or you give uf 
nothing. I tell you it is you that are our. greaf 
affliters : and you ſhall anſwer for it. It y 
much more to us to lofe the Joy of your Salf 
yations, than to loſe our eſtates or liberties, 91 
worldly Honour and Reputation. . And yo 
can never be ſaved if you will not be San&i 
fied, nor happy it you will not be holy. 
yet look back and remember what Counſe! 
God ſent you by his Miniſters ; and what im; 
exp rene they uſed with you; and if yo 

ave denyedThem yet their joy, O pity you 
{elves, if you regard not them: and deny noff 
your {elves ſtill the preſent jay of a holy life$ 
and the everlaſting , joy of heavenly glory 
which yet you may attain. 


orMmg Powys o-.= FN 2m 0 mie. me 


.» IL, And have not you alſo a courſe that 
ſhould be finiſhed with joy, as well as we ? 
O Sirs, time is ,precious, ſhort and haſty. 
This race is fqr all eternity, and is to be ru 
but once. Heaven will be quickly won or lo 


"x 


that hath the heart of a man, and not bed. 
awakened preſently to make haſt? Dare yo 
dic in an unholy unpardoned ſtate? Dare you 
$0 out of the World more fooliſhly thar 
th 


” 
” 
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ang the unjuſt ſteward out of his ſtewardſhip, be- 
Sy fore you have provided another habitation? 
> By Dare you appear before God without his 
real Spirit, and image, and without the wedding- 
tif garment of fincere holineſs, and ſo without 
Syalf a part in Chriſt? O Sirs, no heatt can now 
, OF conceive what a dteadtul appearing that will 
yo be. Alas Sirs, we are dying, we are all dy- 
Ely ing, one to day, and another to tnorrow, and 
(of we areall quickly gone: And do you take no 
nle} care whither you ſhall go next, when God 
my bids you care in a manner for nothing elle ? 
you Your coufſe will ſoon be finiſhed : ſhall it be 
out] with joy, or the beginning of everlaſting 
not]. miſery ? O reſolve now, reſolve this day, as 
life} you would ſpeed for ever. Gods grace muft 
TY ſave you, but it lieth more on your preſent 


I will well conſider of. 


| 


ty.y with Foy. 
lo ''- Anſw. You may, gather it from what is 
his ſaid already. Are you” willing, if I tell you, 


J.to do your part ? Asking Queſtions will not 
{rve inſtead of work. * 


+: IL. Will 


Choice 'and reſolution , than careleſs finners ; 


ve "Queſt, Bit how ſhould 1 finiſh my courſe 
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I. Will you ſee that you periſh not throught 
your own meer careleſneſs, and wiltuli negle& 
of what you ean do for your Soul : If you| p 
will not do what you can , what good will| , 
dire&tions do you? If men will live as.if they] 
had- not reaſon and ſelf-love, and knew not! , 
that they muſt die, or care not what become#| , 
of them for ever, what can one do for the| - 
ſafety of fuch men? As men cannot diſpute,| | 
that agree not in ſome granted principles, 10 ;, 
we cannot lead you to Chriſt by the Goſpel} 
if you agree not in ſome principles of hu 
manity and ſelf preſeryation. A ſottifh care« | 
leſneſs is the undoing of the moſt. 


_ . TI. Set your ſelves to ſtudy the Goſpel o 
Chriſt, till you underſtand what Salvation is] | 
and what is the way to it, and know the nay 
-ture of true Religion. - And then you will ſeq 
in it fo much truth , ſo. much neceſfity, { 
much amiable beauty and fitneſs to' make you 
wiſe, good and happy, that it will win yo 
hearts to love and pleafure init. 


II. Study throvghly the true meaning of qj 
your Baptiimal Covenant , and ſolemnly beg ax 
; fore God conſent to it with tongue and heart ot 
and live as under the Obligation of it all | 
| ay 


[-51,] 
"days. . And alſo live in the belief of all the 
promiſes of it, and expettation of all the be- 
nefits promiſed. The ſurn of 'all. your Religion 
for duty and' comfort is comprized in your 
Baptiſmal Covenant. ' Though it be an errour 
to be oft Baptized, it is a hundred timgs worſe 
efrour , never truly to underftand', conſent 
and praQice, after ſo ſolemn a Vow and Cove- 
nant, : En wo. 


TV. When you have 'given up your ſelyes 


19 to Godyas your God and Father, your Saviour 


and your SanRifier, remember that your-great 


U] relations have engaged 'you in the. greateſt 


| whoſe Counſel and 
4 help; ſeparate from no Chriſtians by way, of 


buſineſs and the higheſt hopes in all the-World. 
And therefore now live as fellow -Citizens of 
the Saints and the Houſhold of God, that have 
nobler converſe, work A one than worldly 
unbelievers. Remember now with whom and 
what you have.to do ; and that it js not; a- by 


and trifling buſineſs, but the beſt and grearsſt 
4 that You have undertaken. I» 


\V. Joyo with thoks that are for. Heaven, 
Company may be your 


8 4 diviſion, further than God-commandeth you z 


and do not eaſily forſike the judgment of the 


2 familiar 


senerality of godly men. But make few your. 
| G 


OY IS bo ee ere Ee Et IE I bench en ets 
- _— OT 


ſ 52 J | 

familiar friends, »,and tho iſe ſuch-as 'are tnoſt 
wiſe, and humble, and Ce and cheerful 
in the betiet, .and hopes ff B wal and ſuitable 
ro _ 'ufe El d co.nyerle. 


1 ta" all Joubes! * a wt Aificulties of Ri Fr 
TO s Foe haltily bei fore you have through- Þ-ha 
and tr yed. refer a ſuſpended judg- þ ſh 
= that fv till it have tryed, before 2 || an 
Taſh and haſty Po © of what yop know Lit 
not, add | may repent. of, : | 
va 'O; refully govern our Aeſhly appe-f| ar 
tites and [enſe., and a Bs needleſs temptas | ti 
tions, epeelatfy to Mmtal #lure. For luſt wi de 
conceive & tle; 'and -brip - forth fin; and fin a 
CO will yh Ter de ceath. You will fin 
nd" comfort con trary. | DTD | 


VII Ehdecially fear, he's fatteries, of the H 
wottdg '#nd" hires of a Pleaſant life $0. the 
Ach on earth, and anitth after riches, pletity 1 


or preferment,. and deſigns for the attaining} ra 
them; love' not the WoYta, nor the- things} te 
that are jn the World, the. luſt of the 'Reſſ, tt 
the luſt of the eyes, and pride of liſe.,' thefſ d 
portion of the wicked, for if, any man loveſ} B 
the World (for the” fleſh and irfelf, fo. fa yi 


the 3 
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f þ the love: of the Father is not in him, '1 Foh, 
ul 2.15116, | _ "2 ES 
_ IX; Valve precious Time," arid live not in 
idleneſs : ſpend time as you would hear of it 


li- J at laſt, and as thoſe that know' what it"is to ' 


h- have but'one ſhortlife to determine whiere thi 
g- ſhall live for ever. Hear and abhor all paſti 
a | 2nd triflings, that would rob you of your 


wh] time. 


XN. Converſe daily in Heaven while you . 


e-f| are on earth: let Faith ftill ſee it 3 Let Hope 
ar | ſtill make after it, and let Lovedefire it, and 
Il | delightfully remember it. There is our Fa- 
ther, our Saviour, our Comforter, ovr friends, 
with whom we muſt live for ever. | There let 
our hearts be as the place of all our hopes. 
. | And let the ſtrain of your Religion be as 
hey Heavenly. ag..you can; Let it conſiſt in love, 
hef] in unity and-concord, in the joyful praiſes of 
| Fehouah, and in a pure holy life. This will 
” raiſe you above the ſinful love of this tranſi- 
SF tory life, and the fear of death, and give you 
the foretaſts of Heaven on Earth, while you 
do Gods will on earth as it is done in Heaven. 
But it is the Spirit. and grace of Chriſt which 
J you muſt beg and ſeek, and on which 
A Fs mu 


- _ - 4 hs A 


= 


—_— 


a V Page” 
wn 
- 
= CLE oo ens at A at a 


7 MF: > ET oye 4 aw © " 
Ki 'S 


Ok: Wicheut Chriſt we can do nothing ; ; 


be his ſtrengthening us, we can.doall things| 
 neceflary to our Salvation; and we are more: 


"a1 


ie atly « doind for the. performance 
2» and not upon your unconfant 


even in our patient ſufferings, 
e Captain of our Salvation who hath/ 
for vs. | 


"Thus we may Gniſh our Courſe with Joy, | 


A 
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